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Subject: Publicizing New Criminal I-aws, 2<123

Respected Madam/Sir,

As you are aware, the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) replaces the Indian Penal

Code; the Bharatiya Sakshya (BS) replaces the Indian Evidence Act; and the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) replaces the Code of Criminal Procedure. The BNS is a

transformative judicial reform based on victim centric approach, providing witness
protection and aims at fast and speedy delivery ofjustice with the use of technology etc.

In this regard, flyers are being shared for use by HEIs for creating a sensitization amongst
faculty and students about the BNS and its implications for ensuring timely justice.

The Higher Educational Institutions are requested to publicize the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita, zoz3 around the themes contained in the flyers attached and by carrying
out campaigns by way of displays through standees, distributing flyers and organizing
seminars and talks by lawyers, judges both serving and retired and their respective

faculties in their institutions. Further, the HEIs are also requested to share details of
activi\ undertaken to the Ministry of Education at email s-ved.rizwi@gor'.in for its
onward transmission to the Ministry of Home Affairs.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

hg
(Manish Joshi)

To

Encl: As stated above.

The Vice-Chancellors of all Universities
The Principals of all Colleges/Institutes

{€Ean6 nsr ql,i, r$ Rd-t toooz I Eohodur Shoh Zolor lrlorg, l{ew Delhi-l10002

Ph., 0ll-8236288/23239337 | t-moil : seq.ug(@nk.in
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Upholding Safety of Women and Children
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 2023 introduces a dedicated 

chapter on offences against woman and child

Stringent Punishment for Offenders
The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 2023 
ensures strict penalties for crimes against 
women, with a focus on providing justice for 
victims of rape and sexual assault.
Enhanced punishment for offenders involved 
in heinous acts against women, emphasising 
the commitment to women’s safety.
Offences against girls below 18 years 
of age face severe penalties, including 
life imprisonment or death sentence for 
exceptionally heinous cases.

Victim-centric Approach
New provisions ensure victims are heard 
before withdrawal of any case, thus recognising 
them as stakeholders in the legal process. 
Victims are given the right of being informed 
about the legal process. Section 199(c) of the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) has made 
failure to record any information in relation to 
certain sections such as rape, sexual assault 
against women, etc. given to a public servant a 
punishable offence. 

Offences Against Children
Section 95 of BNS penalises the exploitation 
of children, punishing those who hire/engage/
employ children for criminal activities.
It ensures that the person hiring or employing 
children for such purposes faces punishment.
Sections 96, 98 & 99 of BNS 2023 penalise 

procurement of children for labour or prostitution and 
buying or selling children for the purpose of prostitution. 
Sections 139(1),139(2), 141, 143(4), 143(5), 143(6),  
144(1) BNS 2023 are sections dealing stringently 
against trafficking/maiming/importation of children.

Gender Neutrality and e-FIR
Various offences against woman and child have 
been made gender neutral in terms of both the victim 
and the perpetrator.
Victims can report offences by e-FIR. This aligns with 
the evolving socio-legal approach to empower victims to 
navigate the legal process without fear of stigma. This 
will contribute to the prompt reporting of such horrific 
crimes, which require immediate attention.

Victim’s Right to Information
Victims now have the right to obtain a copy of the FIR 
free of cost, ensuring transparency in legal proceedings.
The law mandates informing victims about the progress 
of investigations within 90 days.



A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ IZY d»fE IYOÞXe Àfþf
·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff 2023 ¶f»ff°IYfSX AüSX ¹fü³f CX°´feOÞX³f IZY ´fedOÞX°fûÔ 
IYû ³¹ff¹f ´fiQf³f IYSX³fZ ´fSX ²¹ff³f QZ³fZ IZY Àff±f ¸fdWX»ffAûÔ IZY dJ»ffRY 
A´fSXf²fûÔ IZY d»fE Àf£°f QÔOX Àfbd³fd›°f IYSX°ff WX`Ü
¸fdWX»ffAûÔ IZY dJ»ffRY þ§f³¹f IÈY°¹fûÔ ¸fZÔ Vffd¸f»f A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ IZY d»fE Àfþf 
¸fZÔ UÈdð, ¸fdWX»ff ÀfbSXÃff IZY d»fE ´fid°f¶fð°ff ´fSX þûSXÜ
18 U¿fÊ ÀfZ IY¸f CX¸fi IYe »fOÞXdIY¹fûÔ IZY dJ»ffRY A´fSXf²f IZY d»fE ¦fÔ·feSX 
QÔOX IYf ´fifU²ff³f WX`, dþÀf¸fZÔ Àf¶fÀfZ þ§f³¹f IÈY°¹fûÔ IZY d»fE AfþeU³f 
IYfSXfUfÀf ¹ff ¸fü°f IYe Àfþf Vffd¸f»f WX`Ü

´fedOÞX°f-IZYÔdQi°f údáIYû¯f
³fE ´fifU²ff³f ¹fWX Àfbd³fd›°f IYSX°fZ WX`Ô dIY dIYÀfe ·fe ¸ff¸f»fZ IYû Uf´fÀf »fZ³fZ 
ÀfZ ´fWX»fZ ´fedOÞX°fûÔ IYe ¶ff°f Àfb³fe þfE, °ffdIY CX³WXZÔ IYf³fc³fe ´fidIiY¹ff ¸fZÔ 
·ff¦feQfSX IZY øY´f ¸fZÔ ¸ff³¹f°ff d¸f»fZÜ ´fedOÞX°fûÔ IYû IYf³fc³fe ´fidIiY¹ff IZY ¶ffSmX 
¸fZÔ ªff³f³fZ IYf Ad²fIYfSX ´fif~ W`XÜ ·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff IYe ²ffSXf 199 
(Àfe) IZY A³fbÀffSX EIY »fûIY ÀfZUIY IYû ¶f»ff°IYfSX, ¸fdWX»ffAûÔ IZY dJ»ffRY 
¹fü³f CX°´feOÞX³f AfdQ þ`Àfe IbYL ²ffSXfAûÔ IZY ÀfÔ¶fÔ²f ¸fZÔ Qe ¦fBÊ dIYÀfe ·fe 
þf³fIYfSXe IYû dSXIYfgOXÊ IYSX³fZ ¸fZÔ dURY»f°ff QaOX³fe¹f A´fSXf²f WX`Ü
 

¶f¨¨fûÔ IZY dU÷Yð A´fSXf²f
¶feE³fEÀf ²ffSXf 95 IZY °fWX°f ¶f¨¨fûÔ IYf Vfû¿f¯f QaOX³fe¹f A´fSXf²f W`XÜ ½fZ »fû¦f 
ªfû ¶f©fûÔ IYû Af´fSXfd²fIY ¦fd°fd½fd²f¹fûÔ IZY d»fE d³f¹fûdªf°f IYSX°fZ W`X ¹ff CX³WZÔX 
IYf¸f ´fSX SX£f°fZ W`X ½fZ QaOX IZY ´ffÂf W`ÔÜ 
IYf³fc³f ¹fWX Àfbd³fd›°f IYSX°ff WX` dIY EZÀfZ CXïZV¹fûÔ IZY d»fE ¶f¨¨fûÔ IYû IYf¸f 
´fSX SXJ³fZ ¹ff d³f¹fûdþ°f IYSX³fZ Uf»fZ ½¹fdöY IYû Àfþf d¸f»fZÜ
¶feE³fEÀf 2023 IYe ²ffSXfEa 96, 98 AüSX 99 ßf¸f ¹ff UZV¹ffUÈdØf 
IZY d»fE ¶f¨¨fûÔ IYû WXfdÀf»f IYSX³fZ °f±ff ½fZV¹ff½fÈdØf IZY d»fE ¶f©fûÔ 

IYe £fSXeQ-RYSXû£°f IYû QÔaOX³fe¹f ¶f³ff°fe W`XÜ ¶feE³fEÀf 2023 IYe 
²ffSfEa 139(1), 139(2), 141, 143(4), 143(5), 143(6), 144(1) ¶f¨¨fûÔ 
IYe °fÀIYSXe, A´fa¦f°ff AüSX Af¹ff°f IZY dJ»ffRY Àf£°fe ÀfZ d³f´fMX³fZ IYf 
´fif½f²ff³f IYSX°fe WX`ÔÜ

d»fÔ¦f d³fSX´fZÃf°ff AüSX BÊ-ERYAfBÊAfSX
dUd·f³³f ¹fü³f A´fSXf²fûÔ IYû ´fedOÞX°f AüSX A´fSXf²fe Qû³fûÔ IZY ÀfÔQ·fÊ ¸fZÔ d»fÔ¦f 
d³fSX´fZÃf ¶f³ff dQ¹ff ¦f¹ff WX`Ü
´fedOÞX°f BÊ-ERYAfBÊAfSX õfSXf A´fSXf²f IYe dSX´fûMXÊ IYSX ÀfIY°fZ WX`ÔÜ ¹fWX 
´fedOÞX°fûÔ IYû IYf³fc³fe ´fidIiY¹ff ¸fZÔ ·f¹f¸fb¢°f WXfZIYSX ·ff¦f »fZ³fZ IYû Àfbd³fdV¨f°f 
IYSX°ff WX`Ü BXÀfÀfZ Àfa¦fe³f A´fSXf²fûÔ IYe °½fdSX°f Àfc¨f³ff ´fif~ WXû¦fe AüSX B³f 
´fSX °½fdSX°f IYfSÊX½ffBÊX WXû ÀfIZY¦feÜ 

´fedOÞX°f IYf Àfc¨f³ff IYf Ad²fIYfSX
IYf³fc³fe IYf¹fÊUfWXe ¸fZÔ ´ffSXQdVfÊ°ff Àfbd³fd›°f IYSX°fZ WXbE, ´fedOÞX°fûÔ IYû A¶f 
¸fbµ°f ¸fZÔ ERYAfBÊAfSX IYe EIY ´fid°f ´fif~ IYSX³fZ IYf Ad²fIYfSX WX`Ü
IYf³fc³f ´fedOÞX°fûÔ IYû 90 dQ³fûÔ IZY ·fe°fSX þfÔ¨f IYe ´fi¦fd°f IZY ¶ffSXZ ¸fZÔ Àfcd¨f°f 
IYSX³fZ AüSX CX³WXZÔ Àf¸f¹f ´fSX A´fOXZMX IZY Àff±f ÀfVföY ¶f³ff³fZ IYf AfQZVf 
QZ°ff WX`Ü
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¸fdWX»ffAûÔ AüSX ¶f¨¨fûÔ IYe ÀfbSXÃff Àfbd³fd›°f IYSX³ff

·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff, 2023 ¸fdWX»ffAûÔ AüSX ¶f¨¨fûÔ IZY dJ»ffRY A´fSXf²fûÔ ´fSX  

EIY Àf¸fd´fÊ°f ³f¹ff A²¹ff¹f ´fZVf IYSX°ff WX`
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Witness Protection Scheme
Guardians of Truth: Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita 

(BNSS) 2023 Unveils the Shield of Witness Protection

Witnesses: Pillars of 
Justice, Voices of Truth
Witnesses play a pivotal role as the 
‘eyes and ears of justice,’ guiding the 
court towards truth and justice. The 
law aims to protect witnesses from 
harm and ensure their safety.

Section 398: A Game-Changer 
in Witness Safety
This groundbreaking addition ensures that 
witness safety becomes an integral part of 
the criminal procedural framework whereby 
every State Government is mandated 
under Section 398 to prepare and notify a 
Witness Protection Scheme (WPS). 

Witness Protection: 
Upholding the Right to  
Testify Without Fear
The new law for the Witness Protection 
Scheme stands as a formidable shield, 
safeguarding witnesses against threats, 
intimidation, and injury.

Witnesses, Our Silent Heroes: 
Advocating for Justice
The new law clearly emphasises that 
Witness Protection is not just a legal 
provision but a commitment to Justice.

Safeguarding Justice: 
Witness Protection 
Scheme 
A significant stride: Bharatiya Nagarik 
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS)  2023 
introduces the Witness Protection 
Scheme, acknowledging the critical 
need to shield witnesses from threats 
and intimidation.

  
Responsive Legal 
Framework: Aligning with 
Judicial Observations
The State Governments are entrusted 
to prepare and notify a Witness 
Protection Scheme. A  ‘Witness 
Protection Scheme, 2018 has been 
drafted and endorsed by the Hon’ble 
Supreme Court  in its judgment in 
Mahendra Chawla v UOI. They are 
aimed at guarding the society against 
criminal misconduct, deterring law-
breakers and penalising those who 
violate or attempt to violate laws, and 
protecting witnesses from harm and 
ensuring their safety.
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¦fUfWX ÀfÔSXÃf¯f ¹fûþ³ff
Àf¨¨ffBÊ IZY ÀfÔSXÃfIY: ·ffSX°fe¹f ³ff¦fdSXIY ÀfbSXÃff ÀfÔdWX°ff (¶feE³fEÀfEÀf), 2023 

³fZ ¦fUfWX ÀfÔSXÃf¯f IYe PXf»f IYf A³ffUSX¯f dIY¹ff!

¦fUfWX: ³¹ff¹f IZY À°fÔ·f, Àf°¹f IYe 
AfUfþ
¦fUfWX k³¹ff¹f IYe AfÔJ AüSX IYf³fl IZY øY´f ¸fZÔ AQf»f°f 
IYû Àf°¹f AüSX ³¹ff¹f IYe dQVff ¸fZÔ ¸ff¦fÊQVfÊ³f IYSX³fZ ¸fZÔ 
¸fWX°U´fc¯fÊ ·fcd¸fIYf d³f·ff°fZ WX`ÔÜ IYf³fc³f IYf CXïZV¹f ¦fUfWXûÔ 
IYû ³fbIYÀff³f ÀfZ ¶f¨ff³ff AüSX CX³fIYe ÀfbSXÃff Àfbd³fd›°f 
IYSX³ff WX`Ü
  

³¹ff¹f IYe ÀfbSXÃff: ¦fUfWX ÀfÔSXÃf¯f 
¹fûþ³ff
EIY ¸fWX°U´fc¯fÊ ´fi¦fd°f: ·ffSX°fe¹f ³ff¦fdSXIY ÀfbSXÃff 
ÀfÔdWX°ff, 2023 ³fZ ¦fUfWXûÔ IYû ²f¸fdIY¹fûÔ AüSX OXSXf³fZ-
²f¸fIYf³fZ ÀfZ ¶f¨ff³fZ IYe ¸fWX°U´fc¯fÊ AfUV¹fIY°ff IYû 
ÀUeIYfSX IYSX°fZ WXbE ¦fUfWX ÀfÔSXÃf¯f ¹fûþ³ff IYe VfbøYAf°f 
IYeÜ
  

CXØfSXQf¹fe IYf³fc³fe PXfÔ¨ff: ³¹ffd¹fIY 
dMX´´fd¯f¹fûÔ IZY Àff±f °ff»f¸fZ»f
SXfª¹f ÀfSXIYfSXûÔ IYû ¦fUfWX ÀfÔSXÃf¯f ¹fûþ³ff °f`¹ffSX IYSX³fZ 
AüSX CXÀfZ Ad²fÀfcd¨f°f IYSX³fZ IYf Ad²fIYfSX dQ¹ff ¦f¹ff W`XÜ 
¦f½ffWX ÀfaSXÃf¯f 2018 IYf ´fiføY´f °f`¹ffSX WXû ¦f¹ff W`X AüSX 
¸ff³f³fe¹f Àf½fûÊ©f ³¹ff¹ff»f¹f ³fZ ¸fWZÔXýi ¨ff½f»ff ¶f³ff¸f 
·ffSX°f Àfa§f ¸fZÔ dQE ¦fE A´f³fZ d³f¯fÊ¹f ¸fZÔ BXÀfZ ÀfaÀ°fbd°f 
·fe QZ Qe W`XÜ BXÀfIYf CXïZV¹f Af´fSXfd²fIY Af¨fSX¯f IZY 
dJ»ffRY Àf¸ffþ IYe SXÃff IYSX³ff, IYf³fc³f °fûOÞX³fZ Uf»fûÔ 
IYû SXûIY³ff AüSX QZVf IZY IYf³fc³fûÔ IYf CX»»fÔ§f³f IYSX³fZ ¹ff 
´fi¹ffÀf IYSX³fZ Uf»fûÔ IZY A»ff½ff ¦f½ffWXûÔ IYe ÀfbSXÃff IYû 
Àfbd³fdV¨f°f IYSX³ff AüSX CX³WZÔX ³fbIYÀff³f ÀfZ ¶f¨ff³ff W`XÜ 

²ffSXf 398: ¦fUfWX ÀfbSXÃff IZY d»fE 
¸fWX°½f´fc¯fÊ IYQ¸f X
¹fWX A·fc°f´fcUÊ UÈdð Àfbd³fd›°f IYSX°fe WX` dIY ¦fUfWXûÔ IYe ÀfbSXÃff 
Af´fSXfd²fIY ´fidIiY¹ff°¸fIY PXfÔ¨fZ IYf EIY Ad·f³³f AÔ¦f ¶f³f þfE AüSX 
´fi°¹fZIY SXfª¹f ÀfSXIYfSX IYû ²ffSXf 398 IZY °fWX°f ¦fUfWX ÀfÔSXÃf¯f ¹fûþ³ff 
(OX¶»¹fc´feEÀf) °f`¹ffSX IYSX³fZ AüSX Ad²fÀfcd¨f°f IYSX³fZ IYf AfQZVf dQ¹ff 
¦f¹ff WX`Ü

¦fUfWX ÀfÔSXÃf¯f: d¶f³ff dIYÀfe OXSX IZY 
¦fUfWXe QZ³fZ IZY Ad²fIYfSX IYû IYf¹f¸f 
SXJ³ff
¦fUfWX ÀfÔSXÃf¯f ¹fûþ³ff IZY d»fE ³f¹ff IYf³fc³f EIY ¸fþ¶fc°f PXf»f IZY 
øY´f ¸fZÔ JOÞXf WX`, þû ¦fUfWXûÔ IYû ²f¸fdIY¹fûÔ, OXSXf³fZ-²f¸fIYf³fZ AüSX ¨fûMX 
ÀfZ ¶f¨ff°ff WX`Ü

¦fUfWX, WX¸ffSXZ ¸fcIY ³ff¹fIY: ³¹ff¹f IYe 
UIYf»f°f
³f¹ff IYf³fc³f À´fá ÷Y´f ÀfZ BÀf ¶ff°f ´fSX þûSX QZ°ff WX` dIY ¦fUfWX 
ÀfÔSXÃf¯f dÀfRYÊ EIY IYf³fc³fe ´fifU²ff³f ³fWXeÔ WX`, ¶fd»IY ¹fWX ³¹ff¹f IZY 
d»fE ´fid°f¶fð°ff WX`Ü
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Victim-centric Approach
Empowering Victims, Ensuring Justice

Victim-centric Features: A Holistic Approach

Right to Participation
Victims now have the right to express 
their views, reinforcing their role as 
stakeholders in criminal cases. Section 
360 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha 
Sanhita (BNSS) 2023 aims to fill the 
historical void in Section 321 of the 
CrPC by ensuring the inclusion of 
victims’ voices before permitting case 
withdrawal. 
Access to Justice
The institutionalisation of Zero-FIRs 
and the introduction of e-FIRs enhance 
accessibility, allowing victims to report 
crime anywhere irrespective of the 
crime location. For instance, Zero FIR 
is a provision under Bharatiya Nagarik 
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) 2023 that 
allows a person to register a First 
Information Report in any police station 
where information about a cognisable 
offence is provided, irrespective of the 
area where the offence is committed. 
It allows people to file an FIR online, 

A Paradigm Shift towards Victim Empowerment
The new laws aim to enhance the efficiency, fairness, and accountability 
of the justice system. It recognises the victim as a stakeholder in the 
criminal proceedings, providing participatory rights and expanded right 
to information for the victim. The law has been reformed to place victims 
at the centre of the criminal justice system, offering unprecedented rights 
and opportunities.

without having to visit a police station in 
person. The e-FIR system is designed to be 
efficient as it eliminates the need for people 
to travel to a police station and wait in long 
queues to file a complaint.

Right to Information 
It grants victims the authority to obtain 
a free copy of the FIR. The law also 
provides obligatory measures to keep 
victims informed about the progress of 
investigations within 90 days.

Transparency
The Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha 
Sanhita (BNSS) 2023 emphasises victim 
information rights by ensuring the supply 
of police reports, FIRs, and witness 
statements. It also incorporates provisions 
dedicated to providing victims with 
crucial information at various stages of 
investigation and trial.



MINISTRY OF
HOME AFFAIRS

´fedOÞX°f IZYÔdQi°f údáIYû¯f
k´fedOÞX°fûÔ IYû ÀfVföY IYSX, ³¹ff¹f Àfbd³fd›°f IYSX³ff!l

´fedOÞX°f-IZYÔdQi°f IYe dUVfZ¿f°ffEÔ : EIY Àf¸f¦fi údáIYû¯f

·ff¦feQfSXe IYf Ad²fIYfSX
´fedOÞX°fûÔ IYû A¶f A´f³fZ dU¨ffSX ½¹föY IYSX³fZ IYf Ad²fIYfSX 
WX`, dþÀfÀfZ Af´fSXfd²fIY ¸ff¸f»fûÔ ¸fZÔ dWX°f²ffSXIYûÔ IZY øY´f ¸fZÔ 
CX³fIYe ·fcd¸fIYf ¸fþ¶fc°f WXû°fe WX`Ü ·ffSX°fe¹f ³ff¦fdSXIY ÀfbSXÃff 
ÀfÔdWX°ff IYe ²ffSXf 360 IYf CXïZV¹f IZYÀf Uf´fÀfe IYe A³fb¸fd°f 
QZ³fZ ÀfZ ´fWX»fZ ´fedOÞX°fûÔ IYe AfUfþ IYû Vffd¸f»f IYSX³ff 
Àfbd³fd›°f IYSXIZY ÀfeAfSX´feÀfe IYe ²ffSXf 321 ¸fZÔ EZd°fWXfdÀfIY 
IY¸fe IYû ·fSX³ff WX`Ü

³¹ff¹f ´fidIiY¹ff AfÀff³f 
Vfc³¹f ERYAfBÊAfSX IZY ÀfÔÀ±ff¦f°fIYSX¯f AüSX BÊ-ERYAfBÊAfSX 
IYe VfbøYAf°f ÀfZ ´fWXbÔ¨f ¸fZÔ UÈdð WXbBÊ WX`, dþÀfÀfZ ´fedOÞX°fûÔ IYû 
A´fSXf²f À±ff³f IYe ´fSXUfWX dIYE d¶f³ff IYWXeÔ ·fe dSX´fûMXÊ 
QþÊ IYSX³fZ IYe A³fb¸fd°f d¸f»f°fe WX`Ü CXQfWXSX¯f IZY d»fE, 
þeSXû ERYAfBÊAfSX ·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff IZY °fWX°f EIY 
´fifU²ff³f WX` þû dIYÀfe ½¹fdöY IYû dIYÀfe ·fe ´fbd»fÀf ÀMXZVf³f 
¸fZÔ ´fi±f¸f Àfc¨f³ff dSX´fûMXÊ (ERYAfBÊAfSX) QþÊ IYSX³fZ IYe 
A³fb¸fd°f QZ°ff WX`, þWXfÔ ÀfÔÄfZ¹f A´fSXf²f IZY ¶ffSXZ ¸fZÔ þf³fIYfSXe 
´fiQf³f IYe þf°fe WX`, ·f»fZ WXe A´fSXf²f dIYÀfe ·fe ÃfZÂf ¸fZÔ WXbAf 
WXûÜ  BÊ-ERYAfBÊAfSX »fû¦fûÔ IYû ½¹fdöY¦f°f øY´f ÀfZ ´fbd»fÀf 
ÀMXZVf³f þfE d¶f³ff, Afg³f»ffB³f ERYAfBÊAfSX QþÊ IYSX³fZ 
IYe A³fb¸fd°f QZ°fe WX`Ü BÊ-ERYAfBÊAfSX ´fi¯ff»fe IYû Ad²fIY 
IbYVf»f AüSX ÀfbdU²ffþ³fIY ¶f³ff³fZ IZY d»fE dOXþfB³f dIY¹ff 
¦f¹ff WX`, ¢¹fûÔdIY ¹fWX »fû¦fûÔ IYû dVfIYf¹f°f QþÊ IYSX³fZ IZY 

´fedOÞX°f ÀfVfdöYIYSX¯f IYe dQVff ¸fZÔ EIY AfQVfÊ ¶fQ»ffU
³fE IYf³fc³f IYf CXïZV¹f ³¹ff¹f ´fi¯ff»fe IYe QÃf°ff, d³f¿´fÃf°ff AüSX þUf¶fQZWXe IYû ¶fPÞXf³ff 
WX`Ü ¹fWX ´fedOÞX°f IYû Af´fSXfd²fIY ¸fbIYQ¸fZ ¸fZÔ EIY dWX°f²ffSXIY IZY øY´f ¸fZÔ ¸ff³¹f°ff QZ°ff WX`, 
·ff¦feQfSXe Ad²fIYfSX ´fiQf³f IYSX°ff WX` AüSX ´fedOÞX°f IZY d»fE Àfc¨f³ff IYf dUÀ°ffdSX°f Ad²fIYfSX 
´fiQf³f IYSX°ff WX`Ü ´fedOÞX°fûÔ IYû A·fc°f´fcUÊ Ad²fIYfSX AüSX AUÀfSX ´fiQf³f IYSX°fZ WXbE, ´fedOÞX°fûÔ 
IYû Af´fSXfd²fIY ³¹ff¹f ´fi¯ff»fe IZY IZYÔQi ¸fZÔ SXJ³fZ IZY d»fE IYf³fc³f ¸fZÔ Àfb²ffSX dIY¹ff ¦f¹ff WX`Ü

d»fE ´fbd»fÀf ÀMXZVf³f þf³fZ AüSX »fÔ¶fe IY°ffSXûÔ ¸fZÔ BÔ°fþfSX IYSX³fZ IYe 
AfUV¹fIY°ff IYû Àf¸ff~ IYSX°ff WX`Ü

Àfc¨f³ff IYf Ad²fIYfSX
¹fWX ´fedOÞX°fûÔ IYû ERYAfBÊAfSX IYe ¸ff³ff±fÊ ´fid°f ´fif~ IYSX³fZ IYf 
Ad²fIYfSX QZ°ff WX`Ü IYf³fc³f ´fedOÞX°fûÔ IYû 90 dQ³fûÔ IZY ·fe°fSX þfÔ¨f IYe 
´fi¦fd°f IZY ¶ffSXZ ¸fZÔ Àfcd¨f°f SXJ³fZ IZY d»fE Ad³fUf¹fÊ CX´ff¹f ·fe ´fiQf³f 
IYSX°ff WX`Ü
 

´ffSXQdVfÊ°ff
·ffSX°fe¹f ³ff¦fdSXIY ÀfbSXÃff ÀfÔdWX°ff (¶feE³fEÀfEÀf) ´fbd»fÀf dSX´fûMXÊ, 
ERYAfBÊAfSX AüSX ¦fUfWXûÔ IZY ¶f¹ff³fûÔ IYe Af´fcd°fÊ Àfbd³fd›°f IYSXIZY 
´fedOÞX°f IZY Àfc¨f³ff Ad²fIYfSXûÔ ´fSX þûSX QZ°ff WX`Ü ¹fWX ´fedOÞX°fûÔ IYû þfÔ¨f 
AüSX ´fSXeÃf¯f IZY dUd·f³³f ¨fSX¯fûÔ ¸fZÔ ¸fWX°U´fc¯fÊ þf³fIYfSXe ´fiQf³f IYSX³fZ 
IZY d»fE Àf¸fd´fÊ°f ´fifU²ff³f ·fe QZ°ff WX`Ü
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 Reform for freedom: Paving Way for 
Undertrial Justice

n  Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) 2023 introduces 
groundbreaking changes to alleviate overcrowding in prisons, 
with a focus on justice for undertrials.

t Reducing Custodial Burden

n  A game-changer: First-time offenders who have never been 
convicted of any offence in the past, can now be released on bail 
after serving one-third of the prescribed maximum sentence .
n  This paves the way for rehabilitation and reduction of long 

custodial periods.

t Jail Superintendent as Bail Guardian

n  The responsibility of applying for bail now rests with the Jail 
Superintendent of the prison where the accused is lodged.
n  This ensures legal rights for eligible prisoners, marking a 

revolutionary change in the justice system.
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ÀU°fÔÂf°ff IZY d»fE Àfb²ffSX: dU¨ffSXf²fe³f I`YdQ¹fûÔ IYû ³¹ff¹f dQ»ff³fZ IYf SXfÀ°ff

n       ·ffSX°fe¹f ³ff¦fdSXIY ÀfbSXÃff ÀfÔdWX°ff, 2023 dU¨ffSXf²fe³f I`YdQ¹fûÔ IZY ³¹ff¹f ´fSX ²¹ff³f IZYÔdQi°f IYSX°fZ WXbE, 

þZ»fûÔ ¸fZÔ ·feOÞX·ffOÞX IYû IY¸f IYSX³fZ IZY d»fE ¸fWX°U´fc¯fÊ ¶fQ»ffU ´fZVf IYSX°fe WX`Ü

¶ dWXSXfÀf°f IYf ¶fûÓf IY¸f IYSX³ff

n       EIY ¦fZ¸f-¨fZÔþSX : ´fWX»fe ¶ffSX IZY A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ IZY d»fE, þû ´fWX»fZ IY·fe dIYÀfe A´fSXf²f IZY d»fE Qû¿fe 

³fWXeÔ NXWXSXfE ¦fE, d³f²ffÊdSX°f Ad²fIY°f¸f Àfþf IYe EIY d°fWXfBÊ IYe Àfþf IYfMX³fZ IZY ¶ffQ þ¸ff³f°f ´fSX 

dSXWXf IYSX dQE þf°fZ WX`ÔÜ

n       ́fb³fUfÊÀf IYf ¸ff¦fÊ ´fiVfÀ°f IYSX³ff AüSX A³ffUV¹fIY dWXSXfÀf°f AUd²f IYû IY¸f IYSX³ffÜ

¶ þZ»f A²feÃfIY A¶f þ¸ff³f°f ÀfÔSXÃfIY IZY øY´f ¸fZÔ 

n       A´fSXf²fe IYe þ¸ff³f°f IZY d»fE AfUZQ³f IYSX³fZ IYe dþ¸¸fZQfSXe A¶f CXÀf þZ»f IZY þZ»f A²feÃfIY IYe 

WX`, þWXfÔ AfSXû´fe ¶fÔQ WX`Ü

n       ¹fû¦¹f I`YdQ¹fûÔ IZY d»fE IYf³fc³fe Ad²fIYfSX Àfbd³fd›°f IYSX³ff, ³¹ff¹f ́ fi¯ff»fe ̧ fZÔ EIY IiYfÔd°fIYfSXe ¶fQ»ffU 

IYf ´fi°feIY WX`Ü
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t Benefits

n  A step towards ensuring timely justice and reducing the prison 
population.
n  Relief for those accused or convicted of petty crimes, marking a 

transformative moment in our legal landscape.
n  Allowing social reintegration and reducing chances of recidivism.

5
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¶ RYf¹fQf 

n       Àf¸f¹f ´fSX ³¹ff¹f Àfbd³fd›°f IYSX³fZ AüSX þZ»fûÔ ¸fZÔ I`YdQ¹fûÔ IYe ÀfÔ£¹ff IY¸f IYSX³fZ IYe dQVff ¸fZÔ EIY 

IYQ¸fÜ

n       LûMXZ A´fSXf²fûÔ IZY AfSXûd´f¹fûÔ ¹ff Qû¿fe »fû¦fûÔ IZY d»fE SXfWX°f, IYf³fc³fe ´fdSXúV¹f ¸fZÔ EIY ´fdSXU°fÊ³fIYfSXe 

Ãf¯f IYf ´fi°feIY WX`Ü

n     Àf¸ffªf IYe ¸fb£¹f ²ffSXf ¸fZÔ »ff³ff Af`SX ´fb³fSXfUÈdØf IYe ÀfÔ·ffU³ff IYû IY¸f IYSX³ffÜ

6
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Af´fSXfd²fIY ³¹ff¹f ¸fZÔ ´fdSXU°fÊ³f - 
AÔ°fSXfÊ¿MÑXe¹f d³fdWX°ff±fÊ
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Transforming Reforms

	 In the spirit of justice reform, the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita, Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, and Bharatiya 
Sakshya Adhiniyam introduce groundbreaking provisions with 
international implications.

1. Handling Global Offences:
t	New provisions for crimes having international ramifications.
t	Enhanced framework for cooperation in transnational crimes.

2. Attachment of Properties Abroad:
t	Declaration of proclaimed offenders: Expanded scope, covering 

more than 100 offences, including rape, murder, organised crime, 
terrorist act, etc.
tAttachment of properties abroad of proclaimed offenders.

3. International Collaboration:
t	Encourages collaboration with international agencies for 

investigations.

3
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´fdSXU°fÊ³fIYfSXe Àfb²ffSX

³¹ff¹f Àfb²ffSX IYe ·ffU³ff ¸fZÔ, ·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff, ·ffSX°fe¹f ³ff¦fdSXIY ÀfbSXÃff ÀfÔdWX°ff 

AüSX ·ffSX°fe¹f ÀffÃ¹f Ad²fd³f¹f¸f AÔ°fSXSXf¿MÑXe¹f d³fdWX°ff±fûÊÔ IZY Àff±f A·fc°f´fcUÊ ´fifU²ff³f ´fZVf 

IYSX°fZ WX`ÔÜ

1. U`dV½fIY A´fSXf²fûÔ ÀfZ d³f´fMX³ff:

   ¿AÔ°fSXSXf¿MÑXe¹f A´fSXf²f ½ff»fZ ¸ff¸f»fûÔ IZY d»fE ³fE ´fifU²ff³fÜ

   ¿AÔ°fSXSXf¿MÑXe¹f A´fSXf²fûÔ ¸fZÔ ÀfWX¹fû¦f IZY d»fE CX³³f°f øY´fSXZJfÜ

2. dUQZVf ¸fZÔ ÀfÔ´fdØf IYe IbYIYeÊ:

¿�§fûd¿f°f A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ IYe CXQÐ§fû¿f¯ff: ¶f»ff°IYfSX, WX°¹ff, Àfa¦fdNX°f A´fSXf²f, Af°faIY½ffQe ¦fd°fd½fd²f 

ÀfdWX°f 100 ÀfZ Ad²fIY A´fSXf²fûÔ IYû Vffd¸f»f IYSX°fZ WXbE Qf¹fSXf ¶fPÞXf¹ff ¦f¹ffÜ   

¿§fûd¿f°f A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ IYe dUQZVf ¸fZÔ ÀfÔ´fdØf IYe IbYIYeÊÜ

  

3. AÔ°fSXfÊ¿MÑXe¹f ÀfWX¹fû¦f:

   ¿þfÔ¨f IZY d»fE AÔ°fSXSXf¿MÑXe¹f EþZÔdÀf¹fûÔ IZY Àff±f ÀfWX¹fû¦f IYû ´fiû°ÀffdWX°f IYSX°ff WX`Ü
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4. Organised Crimes Across Borders:
t	Introduction of a new section on organised crimes.
t	Acts of  human trafficking and trafficking of drugs, weapons, 

illicit goods or services have been dealt with stringent 
punishment.
t	Economic offence and cyber crimes having cross-border 

implications are also dealt with under organised crime.

5. Extra-Territorial Jurisdiction:
t	Clarification on the admissibility of records in electronic form  

from foreign jurisdictions.
t	Recognition of electronic records as evidence with proper 

custody procedures.

5
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4. Àfe¸ff´ffSX ÀfÔ¦fdNX°f A´fSXf²f:

   ¿ÀfÔ¦fdNX°f A´fSXf²f ´fSX EIY ³fBÊ ²ffSXf IYf ´fdSX¨f¹fÜ

   ¿�̧ff³fU °fÀIYSXe AüSX ³fVfe»fe QUfAûÔ, WXd±f¹ffSXûÔ, AU`²f UÀ°fbAûÔ ¹ff ÀfZUfAûÔ IYe °fÀIYSXe IZY 

IÈY°¹fûÔ ¸fZÔ IYOÞXe Àfþf IYf ´fifU²ff³f dIY¹ff ¦f¹ff WX`Ü

¿�Afd±fÊIY A´fSXf²f AüSX Àfe¸ff ´ffSX Uf»fZ ÀffB¶fSX A´fSXf²fûÔ IYû ·fe ÀfÔ¦fdNX°f A´fSXf²f IZY °fWX°f 

d³f´fMXfE ªff³fZ IYf ´fif½f²ff³fÜ

 5. d½fQZVf ÃfZÂffd²fIYfSX:

    ¿dUQZVfe ÃfZÂffd²fIYfSX ÀfZ B»fZ¢MÑfgd³fIY dSXIYfgOXÊ IYe ÀUeIYf¹fÊ°ff ´fSX À´fáeIYSX¯fÜ

   ¿CXd¨f°f ´fidIiY¹ffAûÔ IZY Àff±f ÀffÃ¹f IZY øY´f ¸fZÔ B»fZ¢MÑfgd³fIY dSXIYfgOXÊ IYe ¸ff³¹f°ffÜ

6



Transformative Judicial Reforms: 
Shaping a Just Future

MINISTRY OF
HOME AFFAIRS

New Criminal Laws 2023



´fdSXU°fÊ³fIYfSXe ³¹ffd¹fIY Àfb²ffSX: EIY 
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Key Focus Areas

1. Swift Justice Delivery:
t�Streamlined process for expeditious resolution.
t�Adherence to strict timelines at every stage.
2. Tech-Driven Legal Landscape:
t�Utilising technology for electronic communication and 

proceedings.
t�Online access to justice, transcending geographical 

boundaries.
3. Updated Legal Definitions:
t�Revised definitions aligning with contemporary legal needs.
t�Clarity and precision in legal language.
4. Empowered Law Enforcement:
t�Appointment of police officers as Special Executive 

Magistrates.
t�Strengthening the role of law enforcement in justice 

delivery.

3
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¸fb£¹f RYûIYÀf ÃfZÂf:

1. °UdSX°f ³¹ff¹f dU°fSX¯f:

  ¿Vfe§fi Àf¸ff²ff³f IZY d»fE Àfb½¹fUdÀ±f°f ´fidIiY¹ffEÔÜ

  ¿WXSX ¨fSX¯f ´fSX Àf£°f Àf¸f¹fÀfe¸ff IYf ´ff»f³fÜ

2. °fIY³feIY-ÀfÔ¨ffd»f°f IYf³fc³fe ´fdSXúV¹f:

  ¿B»fZ¢MÑfgd³fIY ÀfÔ¨ffSX AüSX IYf¹fÊUfWXe IZY d»fE ´fiüôûd¦fIYe IYf CX´f¹fû¦f IYSX³ffÜ

  ¿ ·fü¦fûd»fIY Àfe¸ffAûÔ ÀfZ ´fSXZ, ³¹ff¹f °fIY Afg³f»ffB³f ´fWXbÔ¨fÜ

3. Aô°f³f IYf³fc³fe ´fdSX·ff¿ffEh:

  ¿Àf¸fÀff¸fd¹fIY IYf³fc³fe AfUV¹fIY°ffAûÔ IZY A³fbøY´f ÀfÔVfûd²f°f ´fdSX·ff¿ffEhÜ

  ¿ IYf³fc³fe ·ff¿ff ¸fZÔ À´fá°ff AüSX ÀfMXeIY°ffÜ

4. ÀfVföY IYf³fc³f ´fiU°fÊ³f:

  ¿dUVfZ¿f IYf¹fÊIYfSXe ¸fdþÀMÑZMX IZY øY´f ¸fZÔ ´fbd»fÀf Ad²fIYfdSX¹fûÔ IYe d³f¹fbdöYÜ

  ¿ ³¹ff¹f dU°fSX¯f ¸fZÔ IYf³fc³f ´fiU°fÊ³f IYe ·fcd¸fIYf IYû ¸fþ¶fc°f IYSX³ffÜ
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5. Localised Prosecution:
t�Establishment of District Directorate of Prosecution.
t�Strengthening localised prosecution for effective legal 

proceedings and to monitor cases for expeditious disposal. 
6. Community Service:
t�Courts empowered to award community service.
t�Reformative and Restorative approach.
7. Transparency & Accountability:
t�Victims/informants informed about the investigation 

within 90 days.
t�Fostering transparency and victim participation in the legal 

process.
8. Trial in Absentia:
t�Initiation of trial in absentia against proclaimed offenders 

within 90 days.
t�Expedited legal processes for effective justice.
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5. À±ff³fe¹fIÈY°f Ad·f¹fûþ³f:

  ¿dþ»ff Ad·f¹fûþ³f d³fQZVff»f¹f IYe À±ff´f³ffÜ

  ¿�́fi·ffUe IYf³fc³fe IYf¹fÊUfWXe IZY d»fE À±ff³fe¹f Ad·f¹fûþ³f IYû ¸fþ¶fc°f IYSX³ff, °½fdSX°f d³f´fMXfSmX IZY 

d»fE ¸ff¸f»fZ IYe d³f¦fSXf³fe IYSX³ffÜ 

6. Àff¸fbQfd¹fIY ÀfZUf:

  ¿AQf»f°fûÔ IYû Àff¸fbQfd¹fIY ÀfZUf IYSXf³fZ IYf Ad²fIYfSÜ

  ¿Àfb²ffSXf°¸fIY AüSX ´fb³fÀ±ffÊ´f³ff°¸fIY údáIYû¯fÜ

7. ´ffSXQdVfÊ°ff EUÔ þUf¶fQZWXe:

  ¿´fedOÞX°fûÔ/Àfc¨f³ffIY°ffAûÊÔ IYû 90 dQ³fûÔ IZY ·fe°fSX þfÔ¨f IYe þf³fIYfSXe QZ³ffÜ

  ¿IYf³fc³fe ´fidIiY¹ffAûÔ ¸fZÔ ´ffSXQdVfÊ°ff AüSX ´fedOÞX°f IYe ·ff¦feQfSXe IYû ¶fPÞXfUf QZ³ffÜ

8. A³fb´fdÀ±fd°f ¸fZÔ ´fSXeÃf¯f:

¿90 dQ³fûÔ IZY ·fe°fSX §fûd¿f°f A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ IZY dJ»ffRY CX³fIYe A³fb´fdÀ±fd°f ̧ fZÔ ̧ fbIYQ¸ff VfbøY IYSX³ffÜ

¿ ´fi·ffUe ³¹ff¹f IZY d»fE °UdSX°f IYf³fc³fe ´fidIiY¹ffEÔÜ
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Zero Tolerance Against Terrorism, 
Unwavering Justice

tA Robust Shield Against Terrorism

n  Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, (BNS) 2023 fortifies the legal arsenal 
against terrorism, addressing threats to the unity, integrity, 
sovereignty, and economic security of India.

tDefining Terrorist Acts: A Comprehensive Approach
n  Section 113 outlines various acts that constitute terrorism, including 

the use of explosives, lethal weapons, chemicals or any hazardous 
substances.

n  The scope covers acts causing death, injury, damage to property, 
disruption of essential supplies, and more.

 tTargeting Public Functionaries and Facilities
n  The provision recognises the term “public functionary,” 

encompassing constitutional authorities and other functionaries 
notified by the Central Government.
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kAf°fÔIYUfQ ÀfZ Àf¸fÓfü°ff ³fWXeÔ, ³¹ff¹f IZY d»fE AdOX¦fl

¶  Af°fÔIYUfQ IZY dU÷Yð EIY ¸fþ¶fc°f PXf»f

n      ·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff, 2023 ·ffSX°f IYe EIY°ff, AJÔOX°ff, ÀfÔ´fi·fb°ff AüSX Afd±fÊIY ÀfbSXÃff IZY d»fE 

J°fSXûÔ IYû ÀfÔ¶fûd²f°f IYSX°fZ WXbE Af°fÔIYUfQ IZY dJ»ffRY IYf³fc³fe VfÀÂff¦ffSX IYû ¸fþ¶fc°f IYSX°fe WX`Ü

¶ Af°fÔIYUfQe IÈY°¹fûÔ IYû ´fdSX·ffd¿f°f IYSX³ff : EIY ½¹ff´fIY údáIYû¯f

n      ²ffSXf 113 dUd·f³³f IÈY°¹fûÔ IYe øY´fSXZJf ́ fiÀ°fb°f IYSX°fe WX`, þû Af°fÔIYUfQ IYf ÀfÈªf³f IYSX°fZ WX`Ô, dþÀf¸fZÔ 

dUÀRYûMXIYûÔ, §ff°fIY WXd±f¹ffSXûÔ, SXÀff¹f³fûÔ ¹ff dIYÀfe ·fe J°fSX³ffIY ´fQf±fÊ IYf CX´f¹fû¦f Vffd¸f»f WX`Ü

n      BÀf Qf¹fSXZ ¸fZÔ ¸fÈ°¹fb, ¨fûMX, ÀfÔ´fdØf IYû ³fbIYÀff³f, AfUV¹fIY Af´fcd°fÊ ¸fZÔ ½¹fU²ff³f AüSX ¶fWXb°f IbYL 

Vffd¸f»f WX`Ü

¶ ÀffUÊþd³fIY ´fQfd²fIYfdSX¹fûÔ AüSX ÀfbdU²ffAûÔ IYû »fdÃf°f IYSX³ff

n      kÀffUÊþd³fIY ´fQfd²fIYfSXel Vf¶Q IYû ¸ff³¹f°ff QZ³fZ IYf ´fif½f²ff³f W`X, dþÀf¸fZÔ ÀfÔU`²ffd³fIY ´fifd²fIYfdSX¹fûÔ 

AüSX IZYÔQi ÀfSXIYfSX õfSXf Ad²fÀfcd¨f°f A³¹f ´fQfd²fIYfSXe Vffd¸f»f WX`ÔÜ
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n  Criminal force or attempts to cause death to a public functionary 
fall under the purview of terrorism.

n  Destruction by bombs, dynamites or other explosive substances, etc. 
of public facilities or private property is now defined as a terrorist 
activity.

 t�Stringent Punishment: Death or Life Imprisonment
n  Severe penalties have been defined for terrorist acts such as death 

sentence or life imprisonment.
n  A resolute response to curb the rising menace of terrorism.

t�Beyond Borders: Addressing International Terrorism
n  The legislation encompasses acts that result in ‘‘damage or  

destruction of any property in a foreign country, used for defence of 
India or used in connection with the functioning of the Government 
of India’’, thereby recognising the global threat of international 
terrorism.
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n      Af´fSXfd²fIY ¶f»f ¹ff dIYÀfe ÀffUÊþd³fIY ´fQfd²fIYfSXe IYû ¸fü°f IZY §ffMX CX°ffSX³fZ IYf ´fi¹ffÀf Af°fÔIYUfQ 

IZY Qf¹fSXZ ¸fZÔ Af°ff WX`Ü

n      ÀffUÊþd³fIY ÀfbdU²ffAûÔ ¹ff d³fþe ÀfÔ´fdØf IYû ¶f¸f, OXf¹f³ff¸ffBXMX ¹ff A³¹f d½fÀRYûMXIY ´fQf±ffÊZÔ ÀfZ ³fá 

IYSX³ff A¶f Af°fÔIYUfQe ¦fd°fd½fd²f IZY °fWX°f A´fSXf²f ¸ff³ff þfE¦ffÜ

¶ IYOÞXe Àfþf: ¸fü°f ¹ff AfþeU³f IYfSXfUfÀf

n      Af°fÔIYUfQe IÈY°¹fûÔ IZY d»fE IYNXûSX QÔOX, ¸fÈ°¹fb ¹ff AfþeU³f IYfSXfUfÀfÜ

n      Af°fÔIYUfQ IZY ¶fPÞX°fZ J°fSXZ IYû SXûIY³fZ IZY d»fE EIY úPÞX ´fid°fdIiY¹ffÜ

¶ Àfe¸ffAûÔ ÀfZ ´fSXZ: AÔ°fSXSXf¿MÑXe¹f Af°fÔIYUfQ IYe UfÀ°fdUIY°ffAûÔ IYû ÀfÔ¶fûd²f°f IYSX³ff

n      ¹fWX IYf³fc³f CX³f IÈY°¹fûÔ IYû Vffd¸f»f IYSX°ff WX` dþ³fIZY ´fdSX¯ff¸fÀUøY´f ldIYÀfe A³¹f QZVf ¸fZÔ dIYÀfe 

·fe ÀfÔ´fdØf IYe Ãfd°f AüSX dU³ffVf WXû°fe WX`, dþÀfIYf CX´f¹fû¦f ·ffSX°f IYe SXÃff IZY d»fE dIY¹ff þf°ff WX` 

¹ff ·ffSX°f ÀfSXIYfSX IZY IYf¸fIYfþ IZY ÀfÔ¶fÔ²f ¸fZÔ dIY¹ff þf°ff WX`l, dþÀfÀfZ AÔ°fSXSXf¿MÑXe¹f Af°fÔIYUfQ IZY 

U`dV½fIY J°fSXZ IYe ¶ff°f ´fb¿MX WXû°fe W`XÜ

6
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Digitising justice, elevating efficiency 
and credibility

tIntegrating technology across the legal spectrum
 n  The  Bharatiya  Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023 

introduces technology from the scene of the crime to 
investigation and trial, promising a swift and transparent justice 
system. The inclusion of technology is a significant step towards 
modernising the criminal justice system and harnessing the 
strength of modern scientific technology.

tElevating electronic evidence: A paradigm shift
 n  The new laws place electronic/digital evidence on equal footing 

with traditional documentary evidence for admissibility. 

n   Definition of 'documents' to include futuristic elements such 
as server logs, locational evidence, and digital voice messages. 
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³¹ff¹f IYf dOXdþMX»feIYSX¯f, ÀfÃf¸f°ff AüSX dUV½fÀf³fe¹f°ff ¶fPÞXf³ff

¶ IYf³fc³fe À´fZ¢MÑ¸f ¸fZÔ ´fiüôûd¦fIYe IYf EIYeIYSX¯f

n  ·ffSX°fe¹f ³ff¦fdSXIY ÀfbSXÃff ÀfÔdWX°ff (¶feE³fEÀfEÀf) 2023 ³fZ EIY °fZþ AüSX ´ffSXQVfeÊ ³¹ff¹f 

´fi¯ff»fe IYf UfQf IYSX°fZ WXbE A´fSXf²f À±f»f ÀfZ »fZIYSX þfÔ¨f AüSX ¸fbIYQ¸fZ °fIY ´fiüôûd¦fIYe IYe 

VfbøYAf°f IYeÜ ́ fiüôûd¦fIYe IYf Àf¸ffUZVf Af´fSXfd²fIY ³¹ff¹f ́ fi¯ff»fe IYû Af²fbd³fIY ¶f³ff³fZ AüSX 

Af²fbd³fIY U`Äffd³fIY ´fiüôûd¦fIYe IYe °ffIY°f IYf CX´f¹fû¦f IYSX³fZ IYe dQVff ¸fZÔ EIY ¸fWX°U´fc¯fÊ 

IYQ¸f WX`Ü

CX³³f°f B»fZ¢MÑfgd³fIY ÀffÃ¹f: EIY AfQVfÊ ¶fQ»ffU

n  ³fE IYf³fc³fûÔ ¸fZÔ B»fZ¢MÑfgd³fIY/dOXdþMX»f ÀffÃ¹f IYû ÀUeIYf¹fÊ°ff IZY d»fE ´ffSXÔ´fdSXIY QÀ°ffUZþ 

ÀffÃ¹f IZY Àf¸ff³f ¸ff³ff ¦f¹ff W`XÜ

n  QÀ°ffUZþûÔ IYe ´fdSX·ff¿ff ¸fZÔ ÀfUÊSX »ffg¦f, À±ff³f ÀfÔ¶fÔ²fe ÀffÃ¹f AüSX dOXdþMX»f Ufg¹fÀf ÀfÔQZVf 

·fe Vffd¸f»fÜ

n  ·ffSX°fe¹f ÀffÃ¹f Ad²fd³f¹f¸f, 2023 IZY °fWX°f B»fZ¢MÑfgd³fIY dSXIYfgOXÊ IYe ÀUeIYf¹fÊ°ff IYû ²ffSXf 

57 AüSX 63 ¸fZÔ ¶ffSXedIY¹fûÔ IYû ÀfdWX°f øY´f ÀfZ ¶f°ff¹ff ¦f¹ff WX`Ü
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 n  The admissibility of electronic records under Bharatiya Sakshya 
Adhiniyam (BSA) 2023, particularly in Sections 57 and 63, have 
clearly enunciated the nuances of the same. 

n     BSA 2023 revolutionises the law of evidence, treating electronic 
evidence as equivalent to physical evidence in courts.

tStreamlining secondary evidence: A futuristic approach
n   The scope of secondary evidence broadens under BSA 2023, 

incorporating oral admissions, written admissions, and 
evidence of skilled person who has examined a document 
which contains numerous accounts or cannot be conveniently 
examined in Court. 

n  Two new forms introduced in the schedule expedite the 
authentication and appreciation of digital evidence, addressing 
challenges under previous statutes.
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n  ·ffSX°fe¹f ÀffÃ¹f Ad²fd³f¹f¸f, 2023 ÀffÃ¹f IZY IYf³fc³f ¸fZÔ IiYfÔd°fIYfSXe ¶fQ»ffU »ff°ff WX`, 

B»fZ¢MÑfgd³fIY ÀffÃ¹f IYû AQf»f°fûÔ ¸fZÔ ·füd°fIY ÀffÃ¹f IZY ¶fSXf¶fSX ¸ff³f°ff WX`Ü

 dõX°fe¹fIY ÀffÃ¹f IYû Àfb½¹fUdÀ±f°f IYSX³ff: EIY ·fdU¿¹fUfQe údáIYû¯f

n  ·ffSX°fe¹f ÀffÃ¹f Ad²fd³f¹f¸f, 2023 IZY °fWX°f dõ°fe¹fIY ÀffÃ¹f IYf Qf¹fSXf ½¹ff´fIY WXû ¦f¹ff 

WX`, dþÀf¸fZÔ ¸füd£fIY IY¶fc»fe, d»fd£f°f IY¶fc»fe AüSX IbYVf»f »fû¦fûÔ IZY ÀffÃ¹f dªf³WXûÔ³fZ CX³f 

QÀ°ff½fZªfûÔ IYe ªffa¨f IYe W`X dªfÀf¸fZÔ IYBÊX EZÀfZ IY¶fc»f³ff¸fZ W`X dªf³WZÔX AfÀff³fe ÀfZ AQf»f°f ¸fZÔ 

ªffa¨f ³fWXeÔ dIY¹ff ªff ÀfIY°ffÜ

n  A³fbÀfc¨fe ¸fZÔ ´fZVf dIYE ¦fE Qû ³fE RYfg¸fÊ dOXdþMX»f ÀffÃ¹f IZY ´fi¸ff¯feIYSX¯f AüSX ¸fc»¹ffaIY³f ¸fZÔ 

°fZþe »ff°fZ WX`Ô, d´fL»fZ IYf³fc³fûÔ IZY °fWX°f ¨fb³füd°f¹fûÔ IYf Àf¸ff²ff³f IYSX°fZ WX`ÔÜ

ÀffÃ¹f ´fiÀ°fbd°f ¸fZÔ IiYfad°f: EIY ´ffSXQVfeÊ údáIYû¯f

n  ·ffSX°fe¹f ³ff¦fdSXIY ÀfbSXÃff ÀfÔdWX°ff 2023 IYe ²ffSXf 105 ¸fZÔ þ¶°f IYe ¦fBÊ UÀ°fbAûÔ IYe Àfc¨fe 

AüSX ¦fUfWXûÔ IZY WXÀ°ffÃfSX ÀfdWX°f °f»ffVfe AüSX ªf¶°fe IZY QüSXf³f ½fedOX¹fû¦fifRYe IYe ´fidIiY¹ffAûÔ 

IYfZ Vffd¸f»f dIY¹ff ¦f¹ff WX`Ü ¸fdþÀMÑZMX IZY Àf¸fÃf BX³f dSXIYfdOËX¦f IYû °fbSaX°f ´fiÀ°fb°f dIYE ªff³fZ 

IYf ´fif½f²ff³f dIY¹ff ¦f¹ff W`X °ffdIY ÀffÃ¹f ÀfÔ¦fiWX ¸fZÔ ´ffSXQdVfÊ°ff Àfbd³fd›°f WXû, AüSX ÀffÃ¹f IZY 

Àff±f IYûBÊX LZXOÞXLXfOÞX ³f WXûÜ
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t�Revolutionising evidence presentation: A transparent 
approach
n  Section 105 of BNSS 2023 introduces procedures for 

videography of search and seizure, including preparing lists of 
seized items and witness signatures. The records are presented 
immediately before magistrates to ensure transparency in 
evidence collection and discouraging fabrication of evidence.

tSecurity measures for vulnerable victims: Protecting rights
 n  The new laws retain provisions for mandatory videography of 

police statements and audio-video recordings for vulnerable 
victims with physical or mental disabilities.
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IY¸fþûSX ´fedOÞX°fûÔ IZY d»fE ÀfbSXÃff CX´ff¹f: Ad²fIYfSXûÔ IYe SXÃff

n  ·ffSX°fe¹f ³ff¦fdSXIY ÀfbSXÃff ÀfÔdWX°ff, 2023 VffSXedSXIY ¹ff ̧ ff³fdÀfIY dUIY»ffÔ¦f°ff Uf»fZ IY¸fþûSX 

´fedOÞX°fûÔ IZY d»fE ́ fbd»fÀf ¶f¹ff³fûÔ AüSX AfgdOX¹fû-UedOX¹fû dSXIYfgdOXÔÊ¦f IYe Ad³fUf¹fÊ UedOX¹fû¦fifRYe 

IZY ´fifU²ff³fûÔ IYû ¶fSXIYSXfSX SXJ°ff WX`Ü
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Objectives
1.  Constitutional Justice: Aligning with the vision of the 

Indian Constitution.
2.  Justice-centric System: Shift from being  punishment-

centric to justice-centric.
3.  Shedding Colonial Mindset: By fulfilling the ‘Panch Pran’ 

pledge.
4.  Victim-centric Justice: Prioritising the rights and needs 

of victims.
5.  Accessible Justice: Ensuring affordability, accessibility, 

and simplicity.
6.  Transparency and Accountability: Making procedures 

consistent and transparent.

Aim
t�Fair and Time-bound Investigation: Ensuring evidence-

based speedy trials.
t�Court and Prison Burden Reduction: Streamlining the 

legal process for releasing undertrials on bail, reducing 
incarceration by introducing community service.
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»fÃ¹f
1. ÀfÔU`²ffd³fIY ³¹ff¹f: ·ffSX°fe¹f ÀfÔdU²ff³f IYe údá IZY A³fbøY´fÜ

2. ³¹ff¹f-IZYÔdQi°f ´fi¯ff»fe: QÔOX-IZYÔdQi°f ÀfZ ³¹ff¹f-IZYÔdQi°f IYe AûSX ¶fPÞX³ffÜ

3. ¦fb»ff¸fe IYe ¸ff³fdÀfIY°ff IYû Àf¸ff~ IYSX³ff: k´fÔ¨f ´fi¯fl IYf ÀfÔIY»´f ´fcSXf IYSX³ffÜ

4. ´fedOÞX°f-IZYÔdQi°f ³¹ff¹f: ´fedOÞX°fûÔ IZY Ad²fIYfSXûÔ AüSX þøYSX°fûÔ IYû ´fif±fd¸fIY°ff QZ³ffÜ

5. Àfb»f·f ³¹ff¹f: Àff¸f±¹fÊ, ´fWXbÔ¨f AüSX ÀfSX»f°ff Àfbd³fd›°f IYSX³ffÜ

6. ´ffSXQdVfÊ°ff AüSX þUf¶fQZWXe: ´fidIiY¹ffAûÔ IYû ÀfbÀfÔ¦f°f AüSX ´ffSXQVfeÊ ¶f³ff³ffÜ

CXïZV¹f
  ¿d³f¿´fÃf AüSX Àf¸f¹f¶fð þfÔ¨f: ÀffÃ¹f-Af²ffdSX°f °UdSX°f MÑf¹f»f Àfbd³fd›°f IYSX³ffÜ

  ¿�³¹ff¹ff»f¹f AüSX þZ»f IZY ¶fûÓf ¸fZÔ IY¸fe: d½f¨ffSXf²fe³f I`YQe¹fûÔ IYû ªf¸ff³f°f ´fSX dSXWXf IYSX³fZ 

AüSX IYfSXf½ffÀf IYe A½fd²f IYû IY¸f IYSX³fZ IZY d»fE Àff¸fcQfd¹fIY ÀfZ½ff IYf ´fif½f²ff³fÜ

  ¿  Qû¿fdÀfdð QSX ̧ fZÔ UÈdð: °fIY³feIY IZY CX´f¹fû¦f °f±ff ́ fidIiY¹ffAfZÔ E½fa IYf¹fÊ½ffdWX¹fûÔ IYe Àf¸f¹f¶fðX 

°fSXeIZY ÀfZ d³fÀ°ffSX¯f ÀfZ ³¹ff¹f QZ³fZ IYe IbYVf»f°ff ¸fZÔ ½fÈdðXÜ
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t�Increased Conviction Rate: Enhancing the effectiveness 
of justice delivery by imbibing technology and timebound 
completion of processes and proceedings.

Consultative Process
t�Initiated in 2019: Comprehensive review of criminal laws.
t�Stakeholder Involvement: Consultations with Governors, 

CMs, Judges, MPs, IPS officers and more.
t Committee Formation: Chaired by Vice-Chancellor, 

National Law University, Delhi.
t�Suggestions Received: 3,200 from various stakeholders.
t�Hon’ble Home Minister’s Efforts: Over 150 meetings held 

to deliberate on the suggestions.
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´fSXf¸fVffÊ°¸fIY ´fidIiY¹ff
  ¿2019 ¸fZÔ VfbøYAf°f: Af´fSXfd²fIY IYf³fc³fûÔ IYe ½¹ff´fIY Àf¸feÃffÜ

  ¿�dWX°f²ffSXIYûÔ IYe ·ff¦feQfSXe: SXfª¹f´ff»fûÔ, ¸fb£¹f¸fÔdÂf¹fûÔ, ³¹ff¹ff²feVfûÔ, ÀffÔÀfQûÔ, AfBÊ´feEÀf 

Ad²fIYfdSX¹fûÔ AüSX A³¹f IZY Àff±f ´fSXf¸fVfÊÜ

  ¿Àfd¸fd°f IYf ¦fNX³f: A²¹fÃf°ff-IbY»f´fd°f, SXf¿MÑXe¹f dUd²f dUV½fdUôf»f¹f dQ»»fe Ü

  ¿ÀfbÓffU : dUd·f³³f dWX°f²ffSXIYûÔ ÀfZ 3200 ÀfbÓffU ´fif~ WXbEÜ

  ¿�̧ff³f³fe¹f ¦fÈWX ¸fÔÂfe IZY ´fi¹ffÀf: ´fif~ ÀfbÓffUûÔ ´fSX dU¨ffSX-dU¸fVfÊ IZY d»fE 150 ÀfZ Ad²fIY ¶f`NXIZYÔ 

Af¹fûdþ°f IYe ¦fBÊÔÜ

6
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t  Putting an End to Snatching Menace—One law for the 
whole Nation

n  Snatching has shown itself as one of the biggest threats to all strata of 
society, predominantly women and the elderly. The rising incidents of 
chain snatching and mobile phone snatching, which contain sensitive 
data, financial information and passwords, have necessitated the 
addition of a section in Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 2023. 

BNS 2023 provides for serious punishments with regard to snatching

n   Imprisonment and Fine: Introduction of Section 304 has marked 
snatching as a distinct crime with up to 3 years of imprisonment and a 
fine as prescribed. The court determines the specific term and amount 
based on the case severity, the offender’s past record, and other factors. 
It also comes under ‘petty organised crime’ if committed by a group or 
gang.
n   Theft Vs Robbery: While considered a serious offence, snatching 

generally attracted a lesser punishment than robbery under the IPC due 
to the absence of threats or bodily harm. Theft in BNS involves taking 
movable property without consent, but not necessarily using force. 
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¶  À³f`d¨fÔ¦f IZY J°fSXZ IYû J°¸f IYSX³ff-QZVf IZY d»fE EIY IYf³fc³f

n     À³f`d¨fÔ¦f (Le³ffÓf´fMXe) ³fZ JbQ IYû Àf¸ffþ IZY Àf·fe U¦fûÊÔ, ¸fb£¹f øY´f ÀfZ ¸fdWX»ffAûÔ AüSX ¶fbþb¦fûÊÔ IZY 

d»fE Àf¶fÀfZ ¶fOÞXZ J°fSXûÔ ¸fZÔ ÀfZ EIY IZY øY´f ¸fZÔ dQJf¹ff WX`Ü ¨fZ³f À³f`d¨fÔ¦f AüSX ¸fû¶ffB»f RYû³f À³f`d¨fÔ¦f 

IYe ¶fPÞX°fe §fMX³ffAûÔ, dþÀf¸fZÔ ÀfÔUZQ³fVfe»f OXZMXf, dUØfe¹f þf³fIYfSXe AüSX ´ffÀfUOXÊ Vffd¸f»f WX`Ô, IYû 

QÔdOX°f IYSX³fZ IZY d»fE EIY ²ffSXf þûOÞX³fZ IYe AfUV¹fIY°ff WX`Ü

 ·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff 2023 ̧ fZÔ À³f`d¨fÔ¦f IZY ÀfÔ¶fÔ²f ̧ fZÔ d³f¸³fd»fdJ°f QÔOXûÔ IYf ́ fifU²ff³f 

dIY¹ff ¦f¹ff WX`: 

n    IYfSXfUfÀf AüSX þb¸ffÊ³ff: ²ffSXf 304 ̧ fZÔ À³f`d¨fÔ¦f IYû EIY A»f¦f A´fSXf²f IZY øY´f ̧ fZÔ d¨fd‰°f dIY¹ff ¦f¹ff 

WX` dþÀf¸fZÔ 3 Àff»f °fIY IYe I`YQ AüSX þb¸ffÊ³ff d³f²ffÊdSX°f WX`Ü AQf»f°f ¸ff¸f»fZ IYe ¦fÔ·feSX°ff, A´fSXf²fe IZY 

d´fL»fZ dSXIYfgOXÊ AüSX A³¹f IYfSXIYûÔ IZY Af²ffSX ´fSX AUd²f AüSX ªfb¸ffÊ³fZ IYe SXfdVf d³f²ffÊdSX°f IYSX°fe WX`Ü 

¹fdQ ¹fWX dIYÀfe Àf¸fcWX ¹ff d¦fSXûWX õfSXf dIY¹ff þf°ff WX` °fû ¹fWX kLûMXZ ÀfÔ¦fdNX°f A´fSXf²fl IZY AÔ°f¦fÊ°f ·fe 

Af°ff WX`Ü
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Robbery, on the other hand, involves threats or actual violence along 
with the taking of property by force.

Impact and Benefits:

n  Victim Protection: The creation of a specific offence for snatching 
acknowledges this crime’s distinct impact on victims, who often suffer 
physical and emotional trauma over and above the loss of property.
n  Protection of valuable data: Mobile phones which contain sensitive 

personal data, financial information and passwords are protected by 
separately making the act of ‘snatching’ as an offence.
n  Deterrence: The specific punishment for snatching aims to discourage 

potential offenders and send a strong message about the seriousness of  
the government to tackle the crime.
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n    ¨fûSXe ¶f³ff¸f OXI`Y°fe : WXf»ffÔdIY À³f`d¨fÔ¦f IYû EIY ¦fÔ·feSX A´fSXf²f ¸ff³ff þf°ff WX`, »fZdIY³f ²f¸fdIY¹fûÔ ¹ff 

VffSXedSXIY ³fbIYÀff³f IYe A³fb´fdÀ±fd°f IZY IYfSX¯f AfBÊ´feÀfe IZY °fWX°f À³f`d¨fÔ¦f ¸fZÔ Af¸f °füSX ´fSX OXI`Y°fe 

IYe °fb»f³ff ¸fZÔ IY¸f Àfþf WXû°fe WX`Ü ·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfadWX°ff ¸fZÔ ¨fûSXe ¸fZÔ ÀfWX¸fd°f IZY d¶f³ff ¨f»f ÀfÔ´fdØf »fZ³ff 

Vffd¸f»f WX`, »fZdIY³f þøYSXe ³fWXeÔ dIY ¶f»f ´fi¹fû¦f dIY¹ff þfEÜ QcÀfSXe AûSX, OXI`Y°fe ¸fZÔ ÀfÔ´fdØf Le³f³fZ IZY 

Àff±f-Àff±f ²f¸fIYe ¹ff UfÀ°fdUIY dWXÔÀff ·fe Vffd¸f»f WXû°fe WX`Ü

´fi·ffU AüSX »ff·f:

n     ́fedOÞX°f IYe ÀfbSXÃff: LXe³ffÓf´fMXe WXû³fZ ´fSX ´fedOÞX°f A¢ÀfSX Àfa´fdØf IZY ³fbIYÀff³f IZY A»ff½ff VffSXedSXIY 

AüSX ·ff½f³ff°¸fIY A§ff°f ·fe ÓfZ»f°fZ W`ÔXÜ BXÀf ¶ff°f IYû IYf³fc³f ¸fZÔ À±ff³f dQ¹ff ¦f¹ff W`Ü

n     ̧ fc»¹fUf³f OfMXf IYe ÀfbSXÃff: dþ³f ¸fû¶ffB»f RYû³f ¸fZÔ ÀfÔUZQ³fVfe»f ½¹fdöY¦f°f OXfMXf, dUØfe¹f þf³fIYfSXe 

AüSX ´ffÀfUOXÊ WXû°fZ WX`Ô, CX³WXZÔ A»f¦f ÀfZ Le³f³fZ IZY IÈY°¹f IYû A´fSXf²f ¶f³ffIYSX ÀfÔSXdÃf°f dIY¹ff ¦f¹ff WX`Ü

n    d³fSXû²f: À³f`d¨fÔ¦f IZY d»fE dUdVfá Àfþf IYf CXïZV¹f ÀfÔ·ffdU°f A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ IYû WX°fû°ÀffdWX°f IYSX³ff AüSX 

A´fSXf²f IYe ¦fÔ·feSX°ff IZY ¶ffSXZ ¸fZÔ EIY ¸fþ¶fc°f ÀfÔQZVf ·fZþ³ff WX`Ü 
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¹fü³f CX°´feOÞX³f
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The New Criminal Laws strengthen the 
legal regime to provide protection to 
women from sexual harassment

n  Prevention and Prohibition: Defines and prohibits sexual harassment 
to foster a harassment-free workplace.

n  Alignment with International Standards: Reinforcing commitment to 
gender equality and non-discrimination.

n  Criminal Penalties: Sexual harassment encompasses physical contact, 
demands for sexual favours, displaying pornography against a woman’s 
will, and making sexually coloured remarks. 

n  Civil Remedies: Victims of sexual harassment may also pursue civil 
remedies through legal avenues, such as civil lawsuits or administrative 
complaints. 

n  Workplace Policies: Employers are required by law to implement policies 
and procedures for preventing and addressing sexual harassment in the 
workplace. 

n  Strategies for Reducing Sexual Harassment: Education, culture of 
respect, policies, victim empowerment, collaboration, and advocacy.
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³fE Af´fSXfd²fIY IYf³fc³f ¸fdWX»ffAûÔ IYû ¹fü³f 
CX°´feOÞX³f ÀfZ ÀfbSXÃff ´fiQf³f IYSX³fZ IZY d»fE IYf³fc³fe 
½¹fUÀ±ff IYû ¸fþ¶fc°f IYSX°fZ W`ÔX

n    SXûIY±ff¸f AüSX d³f¿fZ²f:  ¹fWX CX°´feOÞX³f-¸fböY IYf¹fÊÀ±f»f IYû ¶fPÞXfUf QZ³fZ IZY d»fE ¹fü³f CX°´feOÞX³f IYû 

´fdSX·ffd¿f°f AüSX ´fid°f¶fÔd²f°f IYSX°ff WX`Ü

n    AÔ°fSXfÊ¿MÑXe¹f ¸ff³fIYûÔ IZY Àff±f °ff»f¸fZ»f:  »f`Ôd¦fIY Àf¸ff³f°ff AüSX ¦f`SX-·fZQ·ffU IZY ´fid°f ´fid°f¶fð°ff 

IYû ¸fþ¶fc°f IYSX³ffÜ

n    Af´fSXfd²fIY QÔOX:  ¹fü³f CX°´feOÞX³f ¸fZÔ VffSXedSXIY ÀfÔ´fIYÊ, ¹fü³f ÀfÔ¶fÔ²fûÔ IYe ¸ffÔ¦f, ¸fdWX»ff IYe B¨Lf IZY 

dU÷Yð Aãe»f ÀffdWX°¹f dQJf³ff AüSX IYf¸fbIY dMX´´fd¯f¹ffÔ IYSX³ff Vffd¸f»f WX`Ü

n    ³ff¦fdSXIY CX´f¨ffSX: ¹fü³f CX°´feOÞX³f IZY dVfIYfSX »fû¦f IYf³fc³fe SXfÀ°fZ, þ`ÀfZ dÀfdU»f ̧ fbIYQ¸fZ ¹ff ́ fiVffÀfd³fIY 

dVfIYf¹f°fûÔ IZY ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ dÀfdU»f CX´ff¹f ·fe A´f³ff ÀfIY°fZ WX`ÔÜ

n    IYf¹fÊÀ±f»f ³fed°f¹ffÔ: IYf¹fÊÀ±f»f ´fSX ¹fü³f CX°´feOÞX³f IYû SXûIY³fZ AüSX CX³WXZÔ ÀfÔ¶fûd²f°f IYSX³fZ IZY d»fE 

d³f¹fûöYfAûÔ IYû IYf³fc³f õfSXf ³fed°f¹fûÔ AüSX ´fidIiY¹ffAûÔ IYû »ff¦fc IYSX³ff AfUV¹fIY WX`Ü

n  ¹fü³f CX°´feOÞX³f IYû IY¸f IYSX³fZ IYe SX¯f³fed°f¹ffa: dVfÃff, Àf¸¸ff³f IYe ÀfÔÀIÈYd°f, ³fed°f¹ffÔ, ´fedOÞX°f 

ÀfVfdöYIYSX¯f, ÀfWX¹fû¦f AüSX CX³fIYf ´fÃf »fZ³ffÜ
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Quick Settlement of Case Properties

Key Features 

t  Quick Disposal: No more prolonged holding of case properties. 
The new law mandates swift disposal by the court or magistrate, 
ensuring a streamlined legal process.

t Utilisation of Technology: Technology has been embraced for a 
seamless process. From photography to videography, Section 497 
ensures the entire process of handling case properties is digitised.

t�Evidence Preservation: Photographic or videographic records are 
now admissible as evidence in investigations, trials, or other legal 
proceedings, as per Section 497. This ensures a comprehensive 
record of every step in the handling of case properties.

t�Timely Disposition: Within 30 days of recording, the property will 
be either disposed of, destructed, forfeited, or distributed. Section 
497 ensures a prompt resolution and prevents unnecessary delays.
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IZYÀf ÀfÔ´fdØf¹fûÔ IYf °UdSX°f d³f´fMXf³f

¸fb£¹f dUVfZ¿f°ffEÔ:

t°UdSX°f d³f´fMXf³f : A¶f IZYÀf ´fifg´fMXeÊþ IYû Qe§fÊIYfd»fIY SXJ³fZ IYe AfUV¹fIY°ff ³fWXeÔ WX` ³f¹ff 

IYf³fc³f ³¹ff¹ff²feVf ¹ff ̧ fdþÀMÑZMX IYû CXÀfIZY þ»Qe d³f´fMXfSXZ  IYû ¶ff²¹f IYSX°ff WX` dþÀfÀfZ IYf³fc³fe ́ fidIiY¹ffAûÔ 

IYû ÀfÔSXd¨f°f IYSX³fZ ¸fZÔ ÀfWXf¹fIY WX`Ü

t°fIY³feIY IYf CX´f¹fû¦f : WX¸f³fZ BÀf ´fidIiY¹ff ¸fZÔ °fIY³feIY IYf ÀfWX¹fû¦f d»f¹ff WX` RYûMXû¦fifRYe ÀfZ 

»fZIYSX UedOX¹fû¦fifRYe °fIY, ²ffSXf 497  ÀfÔ´fdØf¹fûÔ IZY ÀfÔ¶fÔ²f ¸fZÔ ´fcSXe ´fidIiY¹ff IYû dOXdþMX»f AüSX QÃf ¶f³ffE 

SXJ»»fÔ Àfbd³fd›°f IYSX°fe WX` 

tÀf¶fc°f ÀfÔSXÃf¯f  : ²ffSXf 497 IZY A³fbÀffSX RYûMXû ¹ff UedOX¹fû¦fifRYe dSXIYfgOXÐÀfÊ IYû A¶f þfÔ¨f, 

MÑf¹f»f, ¹ff A³¹f IYf³fc³fe ´fidIiY¹ffAûÔ ¸fZÔ ´fi¸ff¯f IZY øY´f ¸fZÔ ÀUeIÈY°f WX`Ü ¹fWX  ÀfÔ´fdØf¹fûÔ IZY ÀfÔ¶fÔ²f ¸fZÔ ´fi°¹fZIY 

IYQ¸f IYf dUÀ°fÈ°f dSXIYfgOXÊ  Àfbd³fd›°f IYSX°ff WX`Ü

tÀf¸f¹f ´fSX dOXÀ´fûþ»f : dSXIYfgdOXÔÊ¦f IZY 30 dQ³fûÔ IZY ·fe°fSX, ÀfÔ´fdØf IYû  dOXÀ´fûþ»f, ³fá, þ¶°f ¹ff 

dU°fdSX°f dIY¹ff þfE¦ffÜ ²ffSXf 497 Àf¸f¹f¦f°f  dOXÀ´fûþ»f AüSX A³ffUV¹fIY QZSXe ³fWXeÔ WXû¦feÜ 
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Benefits for You:
t�Faster Resolution: Experience quicker closure to legal matters 

involving case properties.
t Transparency: Every step of the process is documented, 

ensuring transparency and accountability.
t�Legal Certainty: The use of modern technology enhances the 

reliability and legal validity of the entire process.

How It Works:
t�Preparation of Statement: The process begins with preparation 

of a statement by the Magistrate describing the property.
t�Photography/Videography: The process followed with 

the thorough documentation of the case property through 
photographs and videos.
t�Admissible Evidence: These records become admissible 

evidence in legal proceedings, strengthening your case.
t�Swift Decision: The court or magistrate takes prompt action 

within 30 days for the disposition of the case property. 
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Af´fIZY d»fE »ff·f:
t °fZþ d³f¯fÊ¹f : ÀfÔ´fdØf¹fûÔ ÀfZ ÀfÔ¶fÔd²f°f IYf³fc³fe ¸ff¸f»fûÔ IYf þ»Qe Àf¸ff²ff³fÜ

t´ffSXQdVfÊ°ff : ´fidIiY¹ff IZY ´fi°¹fZIY IYQ¸f IYf QÀ°ffUZþeIÈY°f IYSX³fZ ÀfZ ´ffSXQdVfÊ°ff AüSX þUf¶fQZWXe 

Àfbd³fd›°f Ü

tIYf³fc³fe d³f›°ff : Af²fbd³fIY °fIY³feIY IZY CX´f¹fû¦f ÀfZ ´fidIiY¹ff IYe ´fcSXe dIiY¹ffU»fe IYe Àf°¹f°ff 

AüSX IYf³fc³fe U`²f°ff IYû ¶fPÞXfUf d¸f»fZ¦ffÜ 

I`YÀfZ IYf¸f IYSX°ff WX`:
t�¶f¹ff³f IYe °f`¹ffSXe : ¹fWX ´fidIiY¹ff ¸fdþÀMÑZMX õfSXf ÀfÔ´fdØf IYf d½f½fSX¯f °f`¹ffSX IYSX³fZ ÀfZ ´fWX»fZ ¶f¹ff³f 

ÀfZ VfbøY WXû°fe WX`Ü

t�RYûMXû¦fifRYe / UedOX¹fû¦fifRYe :  ¹fWX ´fidIiY¹ff ÀfÔ´fdØf IZY RYûMXû¦fifRY AüSX UedOX¹fû¦fifRY IZY ¸ff²¹f¸f 

ÀfZ dUÀ°fÈ°f øY´f ÀfZ QÀ°ffUZþeIÈY°f ÀfZ VfbøY WXû°fe WX` Ü 

t�ÀUeIÈY°f ´fi¸ff¯f : ¹fZ dSXIYfgOXÐÀfÊ IYf³fc³fe ´fidIiY¹ffAûÔ ¸fZÔ ÀUeIÈY°f ´fi¸ff¯f ¶f³f°fZ WX`Ô, þû Af´fIZY ¸ff¸f»fZ 

IYû ¸fþ¶fc°f IYSX°fZ WX`ÔÜ

t�°UdSX°f d³f¯fÊ¹f : ³¹ff¹ff»f¹f ¹ff ¸fdþÀMÑZMX ÀfÔ´fdØf IZY d³f´fMXf³f IZY d»fE 30 dQ³fûÔ IZY ·fe°fSX Vfe§fi 

IYQ¸f CXNXf°ff WX`Ü
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§fûd¿f°f A´fSXf²fe
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The New Criminal Laws have 
incorporated stringent provisions for
 dealing with offenders evading the 
process of law

n  Earlier, in CrPC proclaimed offenders could be declared in 19 offences 
only. In BNSS any person absconding from legal proceedings in offences 
punishable with 10 years or more or life imprisonment or death sentence 
may be declared as “proclaimed offender”. 

n  In BNSS, for proclaimed offenders a new provision has been added for 
the identification, attachment and forfeiture of their property situated 
outside India.

n  BNSS introduces the procedure for in-absentia trial of proclaimed 
offenders. Now the process will not be halted waiting for the proclaimed 
offender to join the process. The victim and society need not wait for the 
justice.
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³fE Af´fSXfd²fIY IYf³fc³fûÔ ¸fZÔ IYf³fc³f IYe ´fidIiY¹ff ÀfZ 
¶f¨f³fZ Uf»fZ A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ ÀfZ d³f´fMX³fZ IZY d»fE IYOÞXZ 
´fifU²ff³f Vffd¸f»f dIYE ¦fE WX`Ô`

n   ´fWX»fZ, ÀfeAfSX´feÀfe ¸fZÔ IZYU»f 19 A´fSXf²fûÔ ¸fZÔ WXe CXîûd¿f°f A´fSXf²fe §fûd¿f°f dIY¹ff þf ÀfIY°ff ±ffÜ 

¶feE³fEÀfEÀf ¸fZÔ 10 Àff»f ¹ff CXÀfÀfZ Ad²fIY ¹ff AfþeU³f IYfSXfUfÀf ¹ff ¸fü°f IYe Àfþf Uf»fZ A´fSXf²fûÔ 

¸fZÔ IYf³fc³fe IYf¹fÊUfWXe ÀfZ RYSXfSX dIYÀfe ·fe ½¹fdöY IYû k§fûd¿f°f A´fSXf²fel §fûd¿f°f dIY¹ff þf ÀfIY°ff WX`Ü

n   ¶feE³fEÀfEÀf ¸fZÔ §fûd¿f°f A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ IZY d»fE ·ffSX°f IZY ¶ffWXSX dÀ±f°f CX³fIYe ÀfÔ´fdØf IYe ´fWX¨ff³f, IbYIYeÊ 

AüSX þ¶°fe IZY d»fE EIY ³f¹ff ´fifU²ff³f þûOÞXf ¦f¹ff WX`Ü

n   ¶feE³fEÀfEÀf ³fZ §fûd¿f°f A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ IYe A³fb´fdÀ±fd°f ¸fZÔ Àfb³fUfBÊ IYe ´fidIiY¹ff VfbøY IYe WX`Ü A¶f §fûd¿f°f 

A´fSXf²fe IZY ´fidIiY¹ff ¸fZÔ Vffd¸f»f WXû³fZ IZY BÔ°fþfSX ¸fZÔ ´fidIiY¹ff ³fWXeÔ ÷YIZY¦feÜ  ´fedOÞX°f AüSX Àf¸ffþ IYû ³¹ff¹f 

IZY d»fE BÔ°fþfSX IYSX³fZ IYe þøYSX°f ³fWXeÔ WX` Ü
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 Unmasking the Shadows: Taking on 
Organised Crime

t   Cracking Down on Organised Crime: A New Chapter in 
the Criminal Justice System

n  A dedicated section has been introduced in Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 2023 to combat organised crime, 
ensuring no room for unlawful activities orchestrated 
by syndicates, which pose a grave threat to the internal 
security of the country.

n  Section 111 of  the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 2023 
defines organised crime and targets a range of offences 
including kidnapping, robbery, cyber-crimes, and more.

n  Offences which were either not clearly defined or non-
existent in the previous statute have been introduced 
in Section 112(petty organised crime), which clearly 
includes offences such as snatching, shoplifting,  betting or 
gambling and selling examination papers.

n  Activities committed individually or by organised crime 
syndicates, using violence, threats, or coercion are now 
punishable offences.
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´fSXLfB¹fûÔ IYû CXþf¦fSX IYSX³ff: ÀfÔ¦fdNX°f A´fSXf²f ´fSX ´fiWXfSX

¶ ÀfÔ¦fdNX°f A´fSXf²f ´fSX ³fIZY»f IYÀf³ff : ³¹ff¹f ¸fZÔ EIY ³f¹ff A²¹ff¹f

n  ÀfÔ¦fdNX°f A´fSXf²f ÀfZ d³f´fMX³fZ IZY d»fE EIY Àf¸fd´fÊ°f ²ffSXf, þû QZVf IYe AfÔ°fdSXIY ÀfbSXÃff IZY 

d»fE ¦fÔ·feSX J°fSXf ´f`Qf IYSX³fZ Uf»fZ dÀfÔdOXIZYMX õfSXf ÀfÔ¨ffd»f°f ¦f`SXIYf³fc³fe ¦fd°fdUd²f¹fûÔ IZY 

d»fE IYûBÊ þ¦fWX Àfbd³fd›°f ³fWXeÔ IYSX°ff WX`Ü

n  ·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff, 2023 IYe ²ffSXf 111 ÀfÔ¦fdNX°f A´fSXf²f IYû ´fdSX·ffd¿f°f IYSX°fe WX`, 

dþÀf¸fZÔ A´fWXSX¯f, OXI`Y°fe, ÀffB¶fSX A´fSXf²f AüSX IYBÊ A³¹f A´fSXf²fûÔ IYû »fdÃf°f dIY¹ff þf°ff 

WX`Ü

n  þû A´fSXf²f ¹ff °fû À´fá øY´f ÀfZ ´fdSX·ffd¿f°f ³fWXeÔ ±fZ ¹ff d´fL»fZ IYf³fc³f ¸fZÔ ¸füþcQ ³fWXeÔ ±fZ, CX³WXZÔ 

EIY A»f¦f ²ffSXf 112- (LûMXZ ÀfÔ¦fdNX°f A´fSXf²f) IZY øY´f ¸fZÔ SXJf ¦f¹ff WX`, þû À´fá øY´f 

ÀfZ BÀfZ À³f`d¨fÔ¦f, Vffg´fd»fdµMXÔ¦f, Àf˜Z¶ffþe ¹ff þbAf AüSX ´fSXeÃff ´fÂf ¶fZ¨f³fZ þ`ÀfZ A´fSXf²fûÔ ¸fZÔ 

´fdSX·ffd¿f°f IYSX°ff WX`Ü

n  ½¹fdöY¦f°f øY´f ÀfZ ¹ff ÀfÔ¦fdNX°f A´fSXf²f dÀfÔdOXIZYMX õfSXf dWXÔÀff, ²f¸fIYe ¹ff þ¶fSXQÀ°fe IYf 

CX´f¹fû¦f IYSXIZY IYe ¦fBÊ ¦fd°fdUd²f¹ffÔ A¶f QÔOX³fe¹f WX`ÔÜ
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t   Economic Offences Defined: Safeguarding Financial 
Integrity

n  “Economic  Offences” now include a spectrum of 
crimes such as criminal breach of trust, forgery, hawala 
transactions, mass-marketing fraud, and schemes to 
defraud several persons or banking/financial institutions.

 t    Stringent Punishment to Deter Offenders
n  In case the offence leads to loss of life, the perpetrator 

shall face either death penalty or life imprisonment, 
coupled with a mandatory fine of not less than ₹10 lakh. 
Additionally, there are provisions for individuals aiding in 
the commission of organised crimes, along with appropriate 
punishments.

t   Tough Provisions for Proclaimed Offenders 
n  Forfeiture as a Consequence: The proclaimed offenders 

would be penalised through forfeiture of their properties. 
n  Trial in Absentia: Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita 

(BNSS) 2023 allows courts to conduct trials of proclaimed 
offenders even in their absence.
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¶ Afd±fÊIY A´fSXf²f WbXE ´fdSX·ffd¿f°f: dUØfe¹f AJÔOX°ff IYe SXÃff

n  kAfd±fÊIY A´fSXf²fûÔl ̧ fZÔ A¶f Af´fSXfd²fIY dUV½ffÀf§ff°f, þf»fÀffþe, WXUf»ff »fZ³fQZ³f, Àff¸fcdWXIY 

dU´f¯f³f ²fûJf²fOÞXe, AüSX ½¹fd¢°f¹fûÔ ¹ff ¶f`ÔdIaY¦f/d½fdØf¹f ÀfÔÀ±ff³fûÔ IYû ²fûJf QZ³fZ IYe ¹fûþ³ffEa 

þ`ÀfZ A´fSXf²f ·fe Vffd¸f»f dIYE ¦fE W`ÔXÜ 

¶ A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ IYû SXûIY³fZ IZY d»fE IYOÞXe Àfþf

n  ¹fdQ A´fSXf²f IZY IYfSX¯f þeU³f IYe WXfd³f WXû°fe WX`, °fû A´fSXf²fe IYû ¹ff °fû ¸fÈ°¹fbQÔOX ¹ff 

AfþeU³f IYfSXfUfÀf IYf Àff¸f³ff IYSX³ff ´fOÞXZ¦ff, Àff±f WXe IY¸f ÀfZ IY¸f 10 »ffJ ÷Y´f¹fZ IYf 

Ad³fUf¹fÊ þb¸ff³ffÊ ·fe »f¦ff¹ff þfE¦ffÜ BÀfIZY Ad°fdSXöY, ÀfÔ¦fdNX°f A´fSXf²fûÔ ¸fZÔ ÀfWXf¹f°ff 

IYSX³fZ Uf»fZ ½¹fdöY¹fûÔ IZY d»fE CXd¨f°f QÔOX IZY ´fifU²ff³f ¸füþcQ WX`ÔÜ

¶ §fûd¿f°f A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ IZY d»fE Àf£°f ´fifU²ff³f (´fe.Aû.)

n  ́fdSX¯ff¸fÀUøY´f þ¶°fe: §fûd¿f°f A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ IYû CX³fIYe ÀfÔ´fdØf þ¶°f IYSXIZY QÔdOX°f dIY¹ff 

þfE¦ffÜ

n  A³fb´fdÀ±fd°f ¸fZÔ ¸fbIYQ¸ff: ·ffSX°fe¹f ³ff¦fdSXIY ÀfbSXÃff ÀfÔdWX°ff 2023 AQf»f°f IYû §fûd¿f°f 

A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ IYe A³fb´fdÀ±fd°f ¸fZÔ ¸fbIYQ¸ff ¨f»ff³fZ IYe A³fb¸fd°f QZ°ff WX`Ü
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MYTH
The new criminal laws threaten individual freedom and aim to 
establish a police state.

TRUTH
u   Safeguards against misuse: The new laws incorporate safeguards to prevent 

misuse of power, emphasising accountability and transparency in law 
enforcement actions, instilling confidence in the justice system.

u  Transparency and accountability: The new provision for audio-video 
recording of search and seizure operations ensures transparency, fostering 
police accountability and safeguarding individual rights.

u  Accessibility and convenience: Introduction of e-FIR provision enhances 
accessibility, allows individuals to lodge complaints from anywhere, thereby 
reducing barriers and ensuring timely legal remedies.

u  Preserving personal liberty: The provisions requiring unnecessary arrests 
have been removed. The denial of bail only on the  ground of extended police 
custody beyond first 15 days is not allowed.
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d¸f±fIY

³fE Af´fSXfd²fIY IYf³fc³f d³fþe ÀU°fÔÂf°ff IZY d»fE J°fSXf WX`Ô AüSX EIY ´fbd»fÀf SXfþ À±ffd´f°f 

IYSX°fZ WX`ÔÜ

Àf¨f

¶  Qb÷Y´f¹fû¦f IZY dU÷Yð ÀfbSXÃff CX´ff¹f: ³fE IYf³fc³fûÔ ¸fZÔ VfdöY IZY Qb÷Y´f¹fû¦f IYû SXûIY³fZ IZY d»fE ÀfbSXÃff 

CX´ff¹fûÔ IYû Vffd¸f»f dIY¹ff ¦f¹ff WX`, IYf³fc³f ´fiU°fÊ³f IYf¹fûÊÔ ¸fZÔ þUf¶fQZWXe AüSX ´ffSXQdVfÊ°ff ´fSX þûSX dQ¹ff 

¦f¹ff WX`, dþÀfÀfZ ³¹ff¹f ´fi¯ff»fe ¸fZÔ dUV½ffÀf ´f`Qf WXbAf WX`Ü

¶  ́ffSXQdVfÊ°ff AüSX þUf¶fQZWXe : °f»ffVfe AüSX þ¶°fe Ad·f¹ff³fûÔ IYe AfgdOX¹fû-UedOX¹fû dSXIYfgdOXÔÊ¦f IYf 

³f¹ff ´fifU²ff³f ´ffSXQdVfÊ°ff Àfbd³fd›°f IYSX°ff WX`, ´fbd»fÀf IYe þUf¶fQZWXe IYû ¶fPÞXfUf QZ°ff WX` AüSX ½¹fdöY¦f°f 

Ad²fIYfSXûÔ IYe ÀfbSXÃff IYSX°ff WX`Ü

¶  ÀfbdU²ff AüSX ´fWXbÔ¨f : BÊ-ERYAfBÊAfSX IYf ´fifU²ff³f ´fWXbÔ¨f IYû ¶fPÞXf°ff WX`, dþÀfÀfZ ½¹fdöY¹fûÔ IYû IYWXeÔ 

ÀfZ ·fe dVfIYf¹f°f QþÊ IYSX³fZ, ¶ff²ffAûÔ IYû IY¸f IYSX³fZ AüSX Àf¸f¹f ´fSX IYf³fc³fe CX´f¨ffSX Àfbd³fd›°f IYSX³fZ 

IYe A³fb¸fd°f d¸f»f°fe WX`Ü
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u  Jurisdictional flexibility: Provision of Zero FIR eliminates jurisdictional 
constraints, enabling individuals to file complaints at any police station, 
thereby expediting the legal process and improving citizen-friendliness.

u  Oversight mechanisms and accountability: Strict oversight mechanisms, 
including mandatory recording of arrests and of evidence collection, act as 
preventive measures against potential police excesses, ensuring adherence to 
legal procedures and protection of citizens.

u  Protection of fundamental rights: The laws prioritise the protection of 
fundamental rights, including the right to free speech and to assemble peacfully 
allaying concerns of arbitrary suppression of dissent.
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¶  ½¹fd¢°f¦f°f À½f°faÂf°ff Àfbd³fdV¨fd°fIYSX¯f: A³ff½fV¹fIY d¦fSXµ°ffSXe ´fSX SXûIY IYf ´fif½f²ff³fÜ dÀfRÊY 15 

dQ³f ´fbd»fÀf dWXSXfÀf°f ¸fZÔ SX£û ªff³fZ IYe ½fªfWX ÀfZ ªf¸ff³f°f ÀfZ B³fIYfSX ´fSX SXûIY IYf ´fif½f²ff³fÜ

¶  ÃfZÂffd²fIYfSX »f¨fe»ff´f³f : Vfc³¹f ERYAfBÊAfSX IYf ´fifU²ff³f ÃfZÂffd²fIYfSX ÀfÔ¶fÔ²fe ¶ff²ffAûÔ IYû Àf¸ff~ 

IYSX°ff WX`, dþÀfÀfZ ½¹fdöY dIYÀfe ·fe ´fbd»fÀf ÀMXZVf³f ¸fZÔ dVfIYf¹f°f QþÊ IYSX ÀfIY°ff WX`, dþÀfÀfZ IYf³fc³fe 

´fidIiY¹ff ¸fZÔ °fZþe Af°fe WX` AüSX ³ff¦fdSXIY-d¸fÂf°ff ¸fZÔ Àfb²ffSX WXû°ff WX`Ü

¶  d³fSXeÃf¯f °fÔÂf AüSX þUf¶fQZWXe : Àf£°f d³fSXeÃf¯f °fÔÂf, dþÀf¸fZÔ d¦fSXµ°ffSXe IYe Ad³fUf¹fÊ dSXIYfgdOXÔÊ¦f 

AüSX ÀffÃ¹f EIYÂf IYSX³ff Vffd¸f»f WX`Ü ÀfÔ·ffdU°f ´fbd»fÀf ª¹ffQd°f¹fûÔ IZY dJ»ffRY d³fUfSXIY CX´ff¹fûÔ IZY 

øY´f ¸fZÔ IYf¹fÊ IYSX°fZ WX`Ô, IYf³fc³fe ´fidIiY¹ffAûÔ IYf ´ff»f³f AüSX ³ff¦fdSXIYûÔ IYe ÀfbSXÃff  Àfbd³fd›°f IYSX°fZ WX`ÔÜ

¶  ̧ füd»fIY Ad²fIYfSXûÔ IYe ÀfbSXÃff : IYf³fc³f ¸füd»fIY Ad²fIYfSXûÔ IYe ÀfbSXÃff IYû ´fif±fd¸fIY°ff QZ°fZ WX`Ô, 

dþÀf¸fZÔ ÀU°fÔÂf øY´f ÀfZ ·ff¿f¯f QZ³fZ AüSX VffÔd°f´fc¯fÊ Àf·ff IYf Ad²fIYfSX ·fe Vffd¸f»f WX`, þû AÀfWX¸fd°f IZY 

¸f³f¸ff³fZ Q¸f³f IYe d¨fÔ°ffAûÔ IYû QcSX IYSX°ff WX`Ü
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MYTH
The new criminal laws are mere repackaging of existing draconian 
provisions.

TRUTH
  The new laws enshrine the concept of justice embedded in our 

Constitution to improve the criminal justice system of the country. 
While the old laws were British legacies which were introduced by 
the colonial masters to enforce and strengthen their rule in India, 
the new laws are citizen centric, victim centric and sensitive to 
offences against women and children, introducing new offences, such 
as ‘deshdroh’, terrorist acts, mob lynchings, organised crimes, petty 
organised crimes, snatchings, etc. 

u  Repeal of sedition: The colonial legacy related to the sedition section in the 
IPC has been removed in the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 2023. The repeal 
of erstwhile Section 124A (sedition) is a positive step, addressing concerns of 
misuse against dissenters and critics of the Government.

Gender-neutral provisions
u The new laws incorporate gender-neutral language, promoting inclusivity 
and equality in the legal framework.
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d¸f±fIY

³fE Af´fSXfd²fIY IYf³fc³f, ¸füþcQf Àf£°f ´fifU²ff³fûÔ IYe ¸fWXþ EIY ´fb³f´f`IYÊZdþÔ¦f WX`ÔÜ

Àf¨f

�³fE�IYf³fc³f�WX¸ffSmX�Àfad½f²ff³f�¸fZÔ�AÔ°fd³fÊdWX°f�³¹ff¹f�IYe�AU²ffSX¯ff�IZY�A³fb÷Y´f�W`ÔXX,�dªf³fIYf�

CXQQZÐV¹f�QZVf�IYe�Af´fSXfd²fIY�³¹ff¹f�´fi¯ff»fe�¸fZÔ�Àfb²ffSX�»ff³ff�W`XÜ�´fbSXf³fZ�IYf³fc³f�d¶fiMZX³f�IYe��

d½fSXfÀf°f�±fZ,�dªf³WZÔX�Aü´fd³f½fZdVfIY�VffÀfIYûÔ�³fZ�·ffSX°f�¸fZÔ�A´f³fZ�SXfªf�IYû�IYf¹f¸f�IYSX³fZ�AüSX�

¸fªf¶fc°f�IYSX³fZ�IZY�d»fE�»ff¦fc�dIY¹ff�±ffÜ�³fE�IYf³fc³f�³ff¦fdSXIY�IZYÔdQi°f,�´fedOÞX°f�IZÔYdýi°f�AüSX�

¸fdWX»ffAûÔ�°f±ff�¶f¨¨fûÔ�IZY�dJ»ffRY�A´fSXf²fûÔ�IZY�´fid°f�ÀfÔUZQ³fVfe»f�W`ÔX,�dªf³f¸fZÔ� �kQZVfQiûWXl,�

Af°fÔIYUfQe�IÈY°¹f,� ¸ffg¶f� d»fÔd¨fÔ¦f,� ÀfÔ¦fdNX°f�A´fSXf²f,�LûMXZ� ÀfÔ¦fdNX°f�A´fSXf²f,� Óf´fMX¸ffSXe�

AfdQ�³fE�A´fSXf²fûÔ�IYû�Vffd¸f»f�dIY¹ff�¦f¹ff�W`XÜ�

¶  SXfþQiûWX IYû d³fSXÀ°f IYSX³ff: ·ffSX°fe¹f QÔOX ÀfÔdWX°ff ¸fZÔ SXfþQiûWX IYe ²ffSXf ÀfZ ÀfÔ¶fÔd²f°f Aü´fd³fUZdVfIY 

dUSXfÀf°f IYû ·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff ÀfÔdWX°ff 2023 ¸fZÔ WXMXf dQ¹ff ¦f¹ff WX`Ü ´fcUÊU°feÊ ²ffSXf 124E (QZVfQiûWX) 

IYû d³fSXÀ°f IYSX³ff EIY ÀfIYfSXf°¸fIY IYQ¸f WX`, þû ÀfSXIYfSX IZY AÀfÔ°fbáûÔ AüSX Af»fû¨fIYûÔ IZY dJ»ffRY 

Qb÷Y´f¹fû¦f IYe d¨fÔ°ffAûÔ IYû ÀfÔ¶fûd²f°f IYSX°ff WX`Ü
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u   Mental health terminology: Replacing the term ‘insanity’, ‘lunatic’ and ‘idiot’ 
with ‘unsound mind’ and ‘mental retardation’ with ‘intellectual disability’ in 
the legal language demonstrates a more modern and sensitive approach to 
mental health.

u  Time-bound prosecution for civil servants: Providing time-bound approval 
for prosecuting erring civil servants ensures a more efficient legal process, 
fostering accountability and preventing undue delays in addressing allegations 
of misconduct.

u   Community service for criminal defamation: Shifting from imprisonment to 
community service for criminal defamation aligns with modern approaches 
to justice, emphasising rehabilitation and societal contribution over punitive 
measures.
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¶  d»fÔ¦f-°fMXÀ±f ´fifU²ff³f: ³fE IYf³fc³fe PXfÔ¨fZ ¸fZÔ Àf¸ffUZdVf°ff AüSX Àf¸ff³f°ff IYû ¶fPÞXfUf QZ°fZ WXbE d»fÔ¦f-

°fMXÀ±f ·ff¿ff IYû Vffd¸f»f IYSX°ff WX`Ü

¶  ̧ff³fdÀfIY ÀUfÀ±¹f ÀfÔ¶fÔ²fe Vf¶QfU»fe: k´ff¦f»f´f³fl, kCX³¸ffQek, k¸fc£fÊl,X kd½fdÃf~ ¸ff³fdÀfIY°ffl, 

AüSX k¸faQ¶fbdðXl ªf`ÀfZ Vf¶QûÔ IYûX k¶füdðXIY d½fIY»ffa¦f°ffl ÀfZ ´fid°fÀ±ffd´f°f IYSX³ff IYf³fc³fe ·ff¿ff ¸fZÔ ¸ff³fdÀfIY 

ÀUfÀ±¹f IZY ´fid°f Af²fbd³fIY AüSX ÀfÔUZQ³fVfe»f QÈdáIYû¯f IYû QVffÊ°ff WX`Ü

¶  dÀfdU»f ÀfZUIYûÔ IZY d»fE Àf¸f¹f¶fð Ad·f¹fûþ³f: ·fiá dÀfdU»f ÀfZUIYûÔ ´fSX ¸fbIYQ¸ff ¨f»ff³fZ IZY d»fE 

Àf¸f¹f¶fð ¸fÔþcSXe ´fiQf³f IYSX³ff ´fi·ffUe IYf³fc³fe ´fidIiY¹ff Àfbd³fd›°f IYSX°ff WX`Ü ¹ff³fe ¹fWX þUf¶fQZWXe IYû 

¶fPÞXfUf QZ°ff WX` AüSX IYQf¨ffSX IZY AfSXû´fûÔ IYû ÀfÔ¶fûd²f°f IYSX³fZ ¸fZÔ A³fbd¨f°f QZSXe IYû SXûIY°ff WX`Ü

¶  Af´fSXfd²fIY ¸ff³fWXfd³f IZY d»fE Àff¸fbQfd¹fIY ÀfZUf: Af´fSXfd²fIY ¸ff³fWXfd³f IZY d»fE IYfSXfUfÀf ÀfZ 

Àff¸fbQfd¹fIY ÀfZUf ¸fZÔ À±ff³ffÔ°fSX¯f ³¹ff¹f IZY Af²fbd³fIY údáIYû¯f IZY A³fbøY´f WX`, dþÀf¸fZÔ QÔOXf°¸fIY CX´ff¹fûÔ 

´fSX ´fb³fUfÊÀf AüSX Àff¸ffdþIY ¹fû¦fQf³f ´fSX þûSX dQ¹ff ¦f¹ff WX`Ü
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MYTH
 The extension of police custody from 15 to 90 days in 
the new criminal laws is a shocking provision that will 
enable police torture.

TRUTH

 Section 187 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha 

Sanhita (BNSS) 2023 lays down the procedure when 

investigation is not completed within 24-hours. 

 The period of police custody is restricted to 15 days 

like before. Under BNSS, police custody may be taken 

in parts or in whole  within a period of 40/60 days out 

of the total period of 60/90 days as applicable.
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d¸f±fIY

³fE Af´fSXfd²fIY IYf³fc³fûÔ ¸fZÔ ´fbd»fÀf dWXSXfÀf°f IYe AUd²f 15 ÀfZ 

¶fPÞXfIYSX 90 dQ³f IYSX³ff ´fbd»fÀf IYû ¹ff°f³ff QZ³fZ Uf»ff EIY ¨füÔIYf³fZ 

Uf»ff ´fifU²ff³f WX`Ü

Àf¨f

�·ffSX°fe¹f�³ff¦fdSXIY�ÀfbSXÃff�ÀfÔdWX°ff,�2023�IYe�²ffSXf�187�³fZ�24�

§fÔMXZ�IZY�·fe°fSX�þfÔ¨f�´fcSXe�³fWXeÔ�WXû³fZ�´fSX�´fidIiY¹ff�d³f²ffÊdSX°f�IYe�WX`Ü

�́fbd»fÀf�dWXSXfÀf°f�IYe�AUd²f�́ fWX»fZ�IYe�°fSXWX�15�dQ³f�°fIY�WXe�Àfed¸f°f�

WX`Ü�¶feE³fEÀfEÀf�IZY�°fWX°f,�»ff¦fc�60/90�dQ³fûÔ�IYe�IbY»f�AUd²f�

¸fZÔ�ÀfZ�40/60�dQ³fûÔ�IYe�AUd²f�IZY�·fe°fSX�AfÔdVfIY�¹ff�´fcSXe�´fbd»fÀf�

dWXSXfÀf°f�»fe�þf�ÀfIY°fe�WX`Ü



MINISTRY OF
HOME AFFAIRS

13

The court’s discretion in granting police custody is retained 

as earlier. 

Further, police custody beyond the first 15 days shall not 

be an impediment to grant bail to the accused, if he is 

otherwise eligible for bail.
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�́fbd»fÀf� dWXSXfÀf°f� QZ³fZ� ¸fZÔ� ³¹ff¹ff»f¹f� IYf� dUUZIY� ´fWX»fZ� IYe� °fSXWX�

¶fSXIYSXfSX�SXJf�¦f¹ff�WX`Ü

�BÀfIZY�A»ffUf,�A¦fSX�AfSXû´fe�ªf¸ff³f°f�IYf�´ffÂf�W`X�°fû�´fWX»fZ�15�

dQ³fûÔ�ÀfZ�Ad²fIY�IYe�´fbd»fÀf�dWXSXfÀf°f�AfSXû´fe�IZY�þ¸ff³f°f�¸fZÔ�¶ff²ff�

³fWXeÔ�¶f³fZ¦feÜ
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MYTH
 Sedition is gone, but appears as “Deshdroh” in Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita (BNS) 2023.

TRUTH
 The colonial legacy related to the sedition section in the IPC has 
been removed in the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 2023. The new 
laws enshrine the concept of justice embedded in our Constitution 
to improve the criminal justice system of the country. The old laws 
were British legacies which were introduced by the colonial masters 
to enforce and strengthen their colonial administration in India.

u  Clarity in definitions (BNS Section 152): Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 
(BNS) 2023 brings clarity by explicitly defining “deshdroh” as actions 
endangering the “sovereignty, unity, and integrity of India.” This 
replaces colonial-era language with terminologies more aligned with 
the democratic interests and identifies such acts as a crime against the 
country, not the Government.
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d¸f±fIY

SXfþQiûWX ¨f»ff ¦f¹ff, »fZdIY³f ¹fWX ·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff, 2023 ¸fZÔ kQZVfQiûWXl IZY øY´f ¸fZÔ 

dQJfBÊ dQ¹ffÜ 

Àf¨f

�·ffSX°fe¹f�QÔOX� ÀfÔdWX°ff� ¸fZÔ� SXfþQiûWX�IYe� ²ffSXfAûÔ� ÀfZ� ÀfÔ¶fÔd²f°f�Aü´fd³fUZdVfIY� dUSXfÀf°f�IYû�

¶feE³fEÀf�2023�¸fZÔ�WXMXf�dQ¹ff�¦f¹ff�WX`Ü�³fE�IYf³fc³f�QZVf�IYe�Af´fSXfd²fIY�³¹ff¹f�´fi¯ff»fe�¸fZÔ�

Àfb²ffSX�IZY�d»fE�WX¸ffSXZ�Àfad½f²ff³f�¸fZÔ�AÔ°fd³fÊdWX°f�³¹ff¹f�IYe�AU²ffSX¯ff�IYû�À±ffd´f°f�IYSX°fZ�WX`ÔÜ�

´fbSXf³fZ�IYf³fc³f�d¶fidMXVf�dUSXfÀf°f�IZY�±fZÜ�B³WXZÔ�Aü´fd³fUZdVfIY�VffÀfIYûÔ�õfSXf�QZVf�¸fZÔ�´fiVffÀf³f�

IYû�»ff¦fc�IYSX³fZ�AüSX�¸fþ¶fc°f�IYSX³fZ�IZY�d»fE�»ff¦fc�dIY¹ff�¦f¹ff�±ffÜ

 ¶  ́fdSX·ff¿ffAûÔ ¸fZÔ À´fá°ff (·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff, ²ffSXf 152): ·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff k·ffSX°f IYe 

ÀfÔ´fi·fb°ff, EIY°ff AüSX AJÔOX°ffl IYû J°fSXZ ¸fZÔ OXf»f³fZ Uf»fZ IYf¹fûÊÔ IYû À´fá øY´f ÀfZ ´fdSX·ffd¿f°f IYSXIZY 

À´fá°ff »ff°ff WX`Ü ¹fWX Aü´fd³fUZdVfIY ¹fb¦f IYe ·ff¿ff IYû ÀU°fÔÂf ·ffSX°f IZY »fûIY°ffÔdÂfIY dWX°fûÔ IZY Àff±f 

Ad²fIY ÀfÔSXZdJ°f Vf¶QûÔ ÀfZ ´fid°fÀ±ffd´f°f IYSX°ff WX`Ü
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u  Expanding scope for comprehensive protection (BNS Section 152): 
Unlike IPC Section 124A, Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 2023 Section 
152 goes beyond criminalising expressions causing hatred towards 
the Government. It punishes acts such as armed rebellion, subversive 
activities, and separatist activities, thus providing a comprehensive 
approach to protect the nation’s integrity.

u  Inclusion of democratic values: Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 2023 
introduces the element of ‘intent’ in the definition of treason, allowing 
for a more nuanced understanding. This inclusion safeguards freedom 
of speech and expression by distinguishing between deliberate threats to 
the nation and genuine expressions of opinion.
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 ¶  ½¹ff´fIY ÀfbSXÃff IZY Qf¹fSXZ IYf dUÀ°ffSX (·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff, ²ffSXf 152):  ·ffSX°fe¹f QÔOX 

ÀfÔdWX°ff IYe ²ffSXf 124E IZY dU´fSXe°f, ·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff, IYe  ²ffSXf 152 ÀfSXIYfSX IZY ´fid°f ³fRYSX°f 

´f`Qf IYSX³fZ Uf»fe Ad·f½¹fdöY¹fûÔ IYû A´fSXf²feIYSX¯f IYSX³fZ ÀfZ ´fSXZ WX`Ü BÀf¸fZÔ QZVf IYe AJÔOX°ff IYe SXÃff 

´fSX £f°fSXf ´f`Qf IYSX³fZ ½ff»fZ ÀfVfÀÂf dUQiûWX, dU³ffVfIYfSXe ¦fd°fdUd²f¹ffa AüSX A»f¦ffUUfQe ¦fd°fdUd²f¹fûÔ 

IZY d»fE Àfªff IYf ´fif½f²ff³f W`XÜ 

 ¶  »fûIY°ffÔdÂfIY ¸fc»¹fûÔ IYf Àf¸ffUZVf: ·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff 2023 QZVfQiûWX IYe ´fdSX·ff¿ff ¸fZÔ kBSXfQZl 

IZY °f°U IYf ´fdSX¨f¹f QZ°ff WX`Ü ¹ff³fe BÀfÀfZ Ad²fIY ÀfcÃ¸f Àf¸fÓf IYe A³fb¸fd°f d¸f»f°fe WX`Ü ¹fWX Àf¸ffUZVf 

SXf¿MÑX IZY d»fE þf³f¶fcÓfIYSX dIYE ¦fE J°fSXûÔ AüSX dU¨ffSXûÔ IYe UfÀ°fdUIY Ad·f½¹fdöY IZY ¶fe¨f AÔ°fSX 

IYSXIZY ·ff¿f¯f AüSX Ad·f½¹fdöY IYe ÀU°fÔÂf°ff IYe SXÃff IYSX°ff WX`Ü
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MYTH
 Harsh punishment of 10 years of imprisonment with ₹10 lakh fine 
in hit-and-run cases under the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)2023.

TRUTH
 To enhance road safety and justice for victims, the new laws introduces 
intensified penalties to curb the rising incidents of hit-and-run accidents 
under section 106(1), 106(2) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 2023.
 
The law provides gradation of punishment in hit and run cases. The amount 
of fine being ₹10 lakh is completely false. The enhanced punishment of  
10 years is for those who escapes without reporting the hit-and-run case. 
 The offence is still bailable, triable by the Magistrate Court under section 
106(1).

 The Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, has taken note 
of the concerns raised by truckers regarding the provision of 10 years 
imprisonment and fines under Section 106 (2) of the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita (BNS) 2023. 

 Following detailed discussions with representatives of the All India 
Motor Transport Congress, it has been clarified that these new laws and 
provisions have not been implemented yet. The decision to invoke Section 
106(2) will only be taken after consultation with the All India Motor 
Transport Congress.
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d¸f±fIY

·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff 2023 IZY °fWX°f dWXMX-EÔOX-SX³f ¸ff¸f»fûÔ ¸fZÔ 10 Àff»f IYe Àfþf AüSX 

10 »ff£f ÷Y´fE ªfb¸ffÊ³fZ IYf ´fif½f²ff³f

Àf¨f

´fedOÞX°fûÔ� IYû� ³¹ff¹f� dQ»ff³fZ� AüSX� ÀfOÞXIY� ÀfbSXÃff� IZY� d»fE,� ³fE� IYf³fc³f� ·ffSX°fe¹f� ³¹ff¹f�

ÀfÔdWX°ff�(¶feE³fEÀf)�2023�IYe�²ffSXf�106(1),�106(2)�IZY�°fWX°f�dWXMX-EÔOX-SX³f�Qb§fÊMX³ffAûÔ�

IYe�¶fPÞX°fe�§fMX³ffAûÔ�IYû�SXûIY³fZ�IZY�d»fE�IYNXûSX�QÔOX�IYf�´fif½f²ff³fÜ

IYf³fc³f�dWXMX�EÔOX�SX³f�¸ff¸f»fûÔ�¸fZÔ�IiY¸f¶fðX�°fSXeIZY�ÀfZ�Àfªff�IYf�´fif½f²ff³f�IYSX°ff�WX`Ü�þb¸ffÊ³fZ�

IYe�SXfdVf�10�»ffJ�÷Y´f¹fZ�WXû³ff�´fcSXe�°fSXWX�ÀfZ�¦f»f°f�WX`Ü�10�Àff»f�IYe�¶fPÞXe�WXbBÊ�Àfþf�CX³f�»fû¦fûÔ�

IZY�d»fE�WX`�þû�dWXMX-EÔOX-SX³f�¸ff¸f»fZ�IYe�dSX´fûMXÊ�dIYE�d¶f³ff�·ff¦f�þf°fZ�WX`ÔÜ�A´fSXf²f�A·fe�·fe�

þ¸ff³f°fe�WX`,�²ffSXf�106(1)�IZY�°fWX°f�¸fdþÀMÑZMX�IYûMXÊ�õfSXf�¸fbIYQ¸ff�¨f»ff¹ff�þf�ÀfIY°ff�WX`Ü

·ffSX°f�ÀfSXIYfSX�IZY�¦fÈWX�¸fÔÂff»f¹f�³fZ�·ffSX°fe¹f�³¹ff¹f�ÀfÔdWX°ff�2023�IYe�²ffSXf�106�(2)�

IZY�°fWX°f�10�Àff»f�IYe�I`YQ�AüSX�þb¸ff³fÊZ�IZY�´fifU²ff³f�IZY�ÀfÔ¶fÔ²f�¸fZÔ�MÑIY�OÑfBUSXûÔ�õfSXf�CXNXfBÊ�¦fBÊ�

d¨fÔ°ffAûÔ�´fSX�²¹ff³f�dQ¹ff�WX`Ü

Afg»f�BÔdOX¹ff�¸fûMXSX�MÑfÔÀf´fûMXÊ�IYfÔ¦fiZÀf�IZY�´fid°fd³fd²f¹fûÔ�IZY�Àff±f�dUÀ°fÈ°f�¨f¨ffÊ�IZY�¶ffQ�¹fWX�

À´fá�dIY¹ff�¦f¹ff�WX`�dIY�¹fZ�³fE�IYf³fc³f�AüSX�´fifU²ff³f�A·fe�»ff¦fc�³fWXeÔ�dIYE�¦fE�WX`ÔÜ�²ffSXf�106�

(2)�IYû�»ff¦fc�IYSX³fZ�IYf�d³f¯fÊ¹f�Afg»f�BÔdOX¹ff�¸fûMXSX�MÑfÔÀf´fûMXÊ�IYfÔ¦fiZÀf�IZY�´fSXf¸fVfÊ�IZY�¶ffQ�WXe�

d»f¹ff�þfE¦ffÜ
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Transformative Judicial Reforms

Key Features 

1. Overview:
t�BNSS introduces a comprehensive timeline for every stage of criminal 

proceedings, creating a structured framework for legal processes.

2. FIR Registration:
t�FIR to be recorded within three days for complaints submitted through 

electronic communication, expediting the initial phase of criminal 

cases.

3. Medical Examination Reports:
t�Medical examination reports of rape victims to be forwarded within 

seven days to the investigating officer, ensuring timely collection of 

crucial evidence.

4. Victim/Informant Updates:
t�Regular updates to victims/informants about status of investigation 

within 90 days, fostering transparency and keeping stakeholders 

informed.

5. Framing Charges:
  t�Competent magistrates required to frame charges within 60 days from 

first hearing on charge.

3
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´fdSXU°fÊ³fIYfSXe ³¹ffd¹fIY Àfb²ffSX

Àf¸f¹fÀfe¸ff IYfSXÊUfBÊ IYe ´fi¸fbJ dUVfZ¿f°ffEÔ:

1.AU»fûIY³f:

�·ffSX°fe¹f� ³ff¦fdSXIY� ÀfbSXÃff� ÀfÔdW°ff� ³fZ� dIiYd¸f³f»f� ´fidIiY¹ff� IZY� WXSX� ¨fSX¯f� IZY� d»fE� � EIY� ÀfÔSXd¨f°f�

RiYZ¸fUIYÊ�¶f³ff°fZ�WXbE�EIY�ÀfÔ´fc¯fÊ�Àf¸f¹f�Àfe¸ff�´fiÀ°fb°f�IYe�WX`Ü

2.ERYAfBÊAfSX ´fÔþeIYSX¯f:

�B»fZ¢MÑfgd³fIY�¸ff²¹f¸f�ÀfZ�IYe�¦fBÊ� dVfIYf¹f°fûÔ�IZY� d»fE�ERYAfBÊAfSX�IYû�°fe³f� dQ³f�IZY�·fe°fSX�QþÊ�

dIY¹ff�þfE¦ff,�þû�IYe�dIiYd¸f³f»f�¸ff¸f»fûÔ�IYe�þfh¨f�IYû�¦fd°f�QZ¦ffÜ

3.d¨fdIY°Àff þfÔ¨f dSX´fûMXÊ:

�¶f»ff°IYfSX�´fedOÞX°ff�IZY�d»fE�d¨fdIY°Àff�þfÔ¨f�dSX´fûMXÊ�IYû�ªffa¨f�Ad²fIYfSXe�õXfSXf�Àff°f�dQ³fûÔ�IZY�·fe°fSX�

Af¦fZ�¶fPÞXf¹ff�þfE¦ff,�dþÀfÀfZ�Àf¸f¹f�´fSX�¸fWX°U´fc¯fÊ�ÀffÃ¹f�þbMXf¹ff�þf�ÀfIZYÜ

4.´fedOÞX°f / Àfc¨f³ffIY°ffÊ  IYû A´fOXZMX:

�þfÔ¨f�IYe�dÀ±fd°f�IZY�¶ffSXZ�̧ fZÔ�́ fedOÞX°fûÔ�/�Àfc¨f³ffIY°ffÊ�IYû�90�dQ³f�IZY�·fe°fSX�d³f¹fd¸f°f�A´fOXZMX�Àfbd³fd›°f�

IYSX°fZ�WX`Ô,�þû�IYe�´ffSXQdVfÊ°ff�IYû�Àfbd³fd›°f�IYSX°fZ�WX`Ü

5.AfSXû´f /¨ffþÊ RiYZd¸fÔ¦f:

�ÀfÃf¸f�¸fdþÀMÑZMXÐÀf�IZY�d»fE�Af½fV¹fIY�W`X�dIY�½fû�AfSXû´f�´fSX�´fWX»fe�Àfb½f³ffBÊX�IZY�60�dQ³fûÔ�IZY�

AaQSX�AfSXû´f�°f¹f�IYSmÔXÜ�

4
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6. Trial in Absentia:
t�Courts empowered to initiate trial in absentia against proclaimed 

offenders after 90 days from charge framing, expediting proceedings 

and ensuring timely delivery of justice to victims and society.

7. Judgment Pronouncement:
t�Criminal court to pronounce judgments within 45 days post the 

trial’s conclusion, ensuring a prompt legal resolution.

8. Uploading of Judgment:
t�Criminal court to upload judgment within seven days from the 

date of pronouncement on their portal, providing  easy access to 

litigants.

Benefits of Timeline Implementation
Swift Justice:

t�Expedited criminal proceedings ensure timely resolution, reducing 

the burden on the legal system.

Transparency:

t�Regular updates to victims and stakeholders foster a transparent 

legal process, promoting public trust.

 Efficiency:

t�Streamlined timelines enhance the efficiency of legal proceedings, 

minimising delays.

5
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6.MÑf¹f»f B³f E¶fÀfZÔdMX¹ff:

AQf»f°fûÔ� IYû� AfSXû´f� °f¹f� WXû³fZ� IZY� 90� dQ³fûÔ� IZY� ¶ffQ� §fûd¿f°f� A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ� IZY� dJ»ffRY� CX³fIYe�

A³fb´fdÀ±fd°f�¸fZÔ�¸fbIYQ¸ff�VfbøY�IYSX³fZ,�IYf¹fÊUfWXe�¸fZÔ�°fZþe�»ff³fZ�AüSX�´fedOÞX°ff�IYû�Àf¸f¹f�´fSX�³¹ff¹f�Àfbd³fd›°f�

IYSX³fZ�IYf�Ad²fIYfSX�dQ¹ff�¦f¹ffÜ

7.d³f¯fÊ¹f / RY`Àf»ff §fû¿f¯ff:

A´fSXfd²fIY�³¹ff¹ff»f¹f�IYû�AQf»f°f�¸fZÔ�MÑf¹f»f�Àf¸ff´f³f�IZY�45�dQ³fûÔ�IZY�·fe°fSX�d³f¯fÊ¹f�§fûd¿f°f�IYSX³ff�

Àfbd³fd›°f�IYSX°ff�WX`Ü

8.ªfªf¸fZÔZMX IYe IYfg´fe A´f»fûOX IYSX³ff:

Af´fSXfd²fIY�³¹ff¹ff»f¹f�IYû�R`YÀf»fZ�IYe�°ffSXeJ�ÀfZ�Àff°f�dQ³fûÔ�IZY�·fe°fSX�A´f³fZ�´fûMXÊ»f�´fSX�ªfªf¸fZÔMX�

IYe�IYfg´fe�A´f»fûOX�IYSX³ff�WXû¦ff,�dþÀfÀfZ�UfdQ¹fûÔ�IYû�AfÀff³fe�ÀfZ�IYfg´fe�d¸f»f�ÀfIZYÜ

Àf¸f¹f Àfe¸ff IYfSXÊUfBÊ IZY »ff·f
°UdSX°f ³¹ff¹f:

³¹ffd¹fIY�´fidIiY¹ffEÔ�IYf�Àf¸f¹f�Àf¸ff~�WXû³fZ�ÀfZ�,�IYf³fc³fe�´fi¯ff»fe�´fSX�¶fûÓf�IY¸f�WXû°ff�WX`�Ü

´ffSXQdVfÊ°ff:

´fedOÞX°fûÔ�AüSX�dWX°f²ffdSX°ffAûÔ�IYû�d³f¹ff¸fIYûÔ�IYe�dÀ±fd°f�IZY�¶ffSXZ�¸fZÔ� d³f¹fd¸f°f�A´fOXZMX,�ÀffUÊþd³fIY�

dUV½ffÀf�IYû�¶fPÞXfUf�QZ°fZ�WX`ÔÜ

IbYVf»f°ff:

�ÀfÔ§fdMX°f�Àf¸f¹fÀfe¸ff�IYfSXÊUfBÊ�IYf³fc³fe�´fidIiY¹ffAûÔ�IYe�QÃf°ff�¶fPÞXf°fe�WX`�þû�dIY�QZSXe�IYû�IY¸f�IYSX°fe�

WX`Ü
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Human Trafficking
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The legal framework against Human 
Trafficking is strengthened by the  
New Criminal Laws

n BNS 2023 has a victim-centric approach to women and child trafficking.
n  Newly-introduced offence of organised crime in BNS 2023, includes 

trafficking of a person, and human trafficking for prostitution or 
ransom, and provides stringent punishment.

n  The act of buying a child for prostitution has been dealt with enhanced 
punishment with mandatory minimum punishment of 7 years 
extendable to 14 years. 

n  The offence of importation of persons from foreign country is made 
gender-neutral. It covers the importation of both boys under 18 years 
and girls under 21 years for the purpose of forced or seduced sexual 
exploitation.

n  Beggary has been added in the expression ‘exploitation’ for the purpose 
of human trafficking. 

n  BNS prescribes enhanced punishment for a person indulging in habitual 
human trafficking.
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  ³fE Af´fSXfd²fIY IYf³fc³fûÔ ÀfZ ¸ff³fU °fÀIYSXe IZY 
dUøYð  IYf³fc³fe PXfÔ¨ff ¸fþ¶fc°f WXbAf WX`

n   ¶feE³fEÀf 2023 ¸fZÔ ¸fdWX»ffAûÔ AüSX ¶ff»f °fÀIYSXe IZY d»fE ´fedOÞX°f-IZYÔdQi°f QÈdáIYû¯f WX`Ü

n    ¶feE³fEÀf 2023 IZY °fXW°fX ÀfÔ¦fdNX°f A´fSXf²f ¸fZÔ ³fE Vffd¸f»f dIYE ¦fE A´fSXf²fûÔ ¸fZÔ dIYÀfe ½¹fdöY IYe 

°fÀIYSXe, AüSX UZV¹ffUÈdØf ¹ff dRYSXü°fe IZY d»fE ¸ff³fU °fÀIYSXe Vffd¸f»f WX`, AüSX IYOÞXe Àfþf IYf ´fifU²ff³f WX`Ü

n    UZV¹ffUÈdØf IZY d»fE ¶f¨¨fZ IYû JSXeQ³fZ IZY ¸ff¸f»fZ ¸fZÔ ¶fPÞXe WXbBÊ Àfþf IYf ´fifU²ff³f dIY¹ff ¦f¹ff WX` dþÀf¸fZÔ 

³¹fc³f°f¸f 7 Àff»f IYe Ad³fUf¹fÊ Àfþf WX` dþÀfZ 14 Àff»f °fIY ¶fPÞXf¹ff þf ÀfIY°ff WX`Ü

n     dUQZVf ÀfZ ½¹fdöY¹fûÔ IZY Af¹ff°f IZY A´fSXf²f IYû d»fÔ¦f-°fMXÀ±f ¶f³ff¹ff ¦f¹ff WX`Ü BÀf¸fZÔ þ¶fSX³f ¹ff ¶fWXIYfUZ ÀfZ 

¹fü³f Vfû¿f¯f IZY CXïZV¹f ÀfZ ANXfSXWX U¿fÊ ÀfZ IY¸f CX¸fi IZY »fOÞXIYûÔ AüSX B¢IYeÀf U¿fÊ ÀfZ IY¸f CX¸fi IYe »fOÞXdIY¹fûÔ 

Qû³fûÔ IZY Af¹ff°f IYû Vffd¸f»f dIY¹ff ¦f¹ff WX`Ü

n   ¸ff³fU °fÀIYSXe IZY CXïZV¹f ÀfZ kVfû¿f¯fl Ad·f½¹fdöY ¸fZÔ d·fÃffUÈdØf IYû þûOÞXf ¦f¹ff WX`Ü

n   ¶feE³fEÀf ¸fZÔ AfQ°f³f ¸ff³fU °fÀIYSXe ¸fZÔ d»f~ ½¹fdöY IZY d»fE ¶fPÞXe WXbBÊ Àfþf IYf ´fifU²ff³f dIY¹ff ¦f¹ff WX`Ü 
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t   Empathy for first-time Offenders: Justice with 
Compassion

n  Both Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) and 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 2023 introduce a paradigm 
shift in the treatment of first-time offenders, emphasising 
rehabilitation and compassion in the pursuit of justice. In 
BNSS, reduced minimum punishment in plea-bargaining 
for first-time offenders and liberalised and relaxed bail for 
first time undertrials acknowledges that mistakes can be 
learning opportunities, especially for those entering the 
justice system for the first time. The legal framework under 
BNS aims to balance accountability with an empathetic 
approach towards individuals with no prior criminal 
history, for instance ‘petty theft’ which is made punishable 
with community service.

t  Rehabilitation over Retribution

n  The new laws aim to provide first-time offenders with 
alternatives to punitive measures, thereby focusing on 

3
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¶ ´fWX»fe ¶ffSX IZY A´fSXf²fe IZY ´fid°f °fSXÀf: IY÷Y¯ff IZY Àff±f ³¹ff¹f

n  ·ffSX°fe¹f ³ff¦fdSXIY ÀfbSXÃff ÀfÔdWX°ff (¶feE³fEÀfEÀf) AüSX ·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff (¶feE³fEÀf) 

2023 IYf³fc³f ¸fZÔ ´fWX»fe ¶ffSX IZY A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ IZY ¶ffSmX ¸fZÔ ¶fQ»ffU dIY¹ff ¦f¹ff WX`, dªfÀf¸fZÔ ³¹ff¹f 

IZY d»fE ´fb³fUfÊÀf AüSX IY÷Y¯ff ´fSX þûSX dQ¹ff ¦f¹ff WX`Ü ¶feE³fEÀfEÀf ¸fZÔ ´fWX»fe ¶ffSX IZY 

A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ IZY d»fE ³¹fc³f°f¸f Àfþf IY¸f IYe ¦fBÊ AüSX ´fWX»fe ¶ffSX IZY dU¨ffSXf²fe³f I`YdQ¹fûÔ IZY 

d»fE CXQfSX þ¸ff³f°f ÀUeIYfSX IYe ¦fBÊ W`X dIY dªfÀf¸fZÔ ¦f»fd°f¹ffa IYû Àfb²ffSX³fZ IYf A½fÀfSX dQ¹ff 

¦f¹ff W`XÜ LûMXe ¨fûSXe ªf`ÀfZ LXûMZX A´fSf²fûÔ IZY d»fE ¶feE³fEÀf 2023 IZY °fWX°f d¶f³ff dIYÀfe ´fcUÊ 

Af´fSXfd²fIY Bd°fWXfÀf Uf»fZ ½¹fdöY¹fûÔ IZY ´fid°f ÀfWXf³fb·fcd°f´fc¯fÊ údáIYû¯f SX£ff ¦f¹ff W`, dªfÀfIZY 

°fW°f QaOX IZY øY´f ¸fZÔ Àff¸fcQfd¹fIY ÀfZ½ff IYSX½ff¹ff ªffE¦ffÜ 

¶ ´fid°fVfû²f IZY ¶fQ»fZ ´fb³fUfÊÀf

n  ³fE IYf³fc³fûÔ IYf »fÃ¹f ´fWX»fe ¶ffSX A´fSXf²f IYSX³fZ Uf»fûÔ IYû QÔOXf°¸fIY CX´ff¹fûÔ IZY dUIY»´f 

´fiQf³f IYSX³ff W`X dªfÀf¸fZÔ ́ fb³fUfÊÀf AüSX Àf¸ffþ ̧ fZÔ ́ fb³f: EIYeIYSX¯f ́ fSX ²¹ff³f IZYÔdQi°f IYSX³ff WX`Ü

n  ³fE Af´fSXfd²fIY IYf³fc³f EIY EZÀfZ ·fdU¿¹f IYe IY»´f³ff IYSX°fZ WX`Ô þWXfÔ dLXMX´fbMX ¦f»fd°f¹fûÔ IYû 

ÀfIYfSXf°¸fIY ¶fQ»ffU IZY AUÀfSX IZY øY´f ¸fZÔ ´fWX¨ff³ff þfE¦ffÜ
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rehabilitation and reintegration into society.
n   The new criminal laws envision a future where isolated 

mistakes are recognised as opportunities for positive 
change.

t  Provisions for First-Time Offenders: A Legal Milestone

 Multiple considerations have been introduced through 
several sections for first-time offenders including:
n  Introducing non-custodial punishment such as community 

service, and counselling for eligible individuals, fostering 
personal growth and societal reintegration through the 
legal framework.

n  First-time offenders are to be given relaxed punishment 
(one-fourth and one-sixth of stipulated punishment) in 
plea bargaining.

n  First time under-trial offender is given statutory  bail 
after completion of one-third period of the maximum 
punishment prescribed.

5
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¶ ´fWX»fe ¶ffSX IZY A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ IZY d»fE ´fifU²ff³f: EIY IYf³fc³fe ¸fe»f IYf ´f°±fSX

 ́fWX»fe ¶ffSX IZY A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ IZY d»fE IYBÊ ²ffSXfAûÔ IZY ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ IYBÊ dU¨ffSX ´fZVf dIYE ¦fE WX`Ô, dþ³f¸fZÔ 

Vffd¸f»f WX`Ô:

n   Àff¸fbQfd¹fIY ÀfZUf AüSX ´fSXf¸fVfÊ ªf`Àfe ÀfªffAûÔ IYf ´fif½f²ff³f dIY¹ff ¦f¹ff W`X dªfÀf¸fZÔ EZÀfZ 

A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ IYû ªfZ»f ³f ·ûªff ªffE AüSX IYf³fc³fe ´fif½f²ff³f IZY °fWX°f ½¹fdöY¦f°f dUIYfÀf AüSX 

Àff¸ffdþIY ´fb³fÊEIYeIYSX¯f IYû ¶fPÞXfUf QZ³ffÜ

n   ́fWX»fe ¶ffSX A´fSXf²f IYSX³fZ Uf»fûÔ IYû ́ »fe ¶ff¦fZÊd³fÔ¦f ̧ fZÔ IY¸f Àfþf (EZÀfe Àfþf IYf EIY-¨fü±ffBÊ 

AüSX LNXf dWXÀÀff) Qe þfE¦feÜ  

n   ́fWX»fe ¶ffSX d½f¨ffSXf²fe³f I`YQe IYû d³f²ffÊdSX°f Ad²fIY°f¸f Àfªff IYe EIY d°fWXfBÊX A½fd²f ´fcSXe WXû³fZ 

IZY ¶ffQ ªf¸ff³f°f QZ³fZ IYf ´fif½f²ff³fÜ
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Upholding freedom of speech and 
expression, ensuring unity & integrity 
of the nation: A balanced approach  
to treason laws

tA paradigm shift in treason laws

n  The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023 marks a 
significant transformation in treason laws with Section 152 
specifically targeting actions that threaten the sovereignty, 
unity, and integrity of India.

   
t�124A IPC (erstwhile law) versus Section 152 BNS (new 

law): ‘Rajdroh’ vs ‘Deshdroh’
n  There is a notable distinction between IPC Section 124A and 

BNS Section 152. While IPC Section 124A deals with acts 
“against the Government,” BNS Section 152 shifts the focus to 
actions endangering the “sovereignty, unity, and integrity of 
India.” Colonial interests replaced by needs of the democratic 
interests in Swatantra Bharat (Independent India).
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¶fû»f³fZ AüSX Ad·f½¹fd¢°f IYe À½f°faÂf°ff IYû IYf¹f¸f SX£f³ff, SXf¿MÑX IYe 

EIY°ff AüSX A£faOX°ff Àfbd³fdV¨f°f IYSX³ff: QZVfýiûWX IYfc³f³fûÔ ¸fZÔ EIY 

Àfa°fbd»f°f QÈd¿MXIYû¯f

¶  SXfþQiûWX IYf³fc³fûÔ ¸fZÔ EIY AfQVfÊ ¶fQ»ffU: ·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff, 2023 ²ffSXf 152 IZY 

Àff±f QZVfýiûWX IYf³fc³fûÔ IZY ́ fdSXúV¹f IYû dRYSX ÀfZ ́ fdSX·ffd¿f°f IYSX°fe WX`, þû ·ffSX°f IYe ÀfÔ´fi·fb°ff, EIY°ff 

AüSX AJÔOX°ff IYû J°fSXZ ¸fZÔ OXf»f³fZ Uf»fZ IYf¹fûÊÔ ´fSX IZYÔdQi°f WX`Ü

¶  124E ·ffSX°fe¹f QÔOX ÀfÔdWX°ff ¶f³ff¸f 152 ·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff: SXfþQiûWX ¶f³ff¸f 

QZVfQiûWX

-  ·ffSX°fe¹f QÔOX ÀfÔdWX°ff IYe ²ffSXf 124E kÀfSXIYfSX IZY dJ»ffRYl IÈY°¹fûÔ IYû ÀfÔ¶fûd²f°f IYSX°fe WX`, þ¶fdIY 

·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff ²ffSXf 152 k·ffSX°f IYe ÀfÔ´fi·fb°ff, EIY°ff AüSX AJÔOX°ffl IYû J°fSXZ ¸fZÔ OXf»f³fZ Uf»fZ 

IYf¹fûÊÔ ´fSX IZYÔdQi°f WX`Ü ÀU°fÔÂf ·ffSX°f IZY »fûIY°ffÔdÂfIY dWX°fûÔ ³fZ Aü´fd³fUZdVfIY dWX°fûÔ IYe ªf¦fWX »fZ »fe W`XÜ

-  ·ffSX°fe¹f QÔOX ÀfÔdWX°ff IYe ²ffSXf 124E IZY ¸fb°ffd¶fIY ÀfSXIYfSX IZY ´fid°f ³fRYSX°f ¹ff AU¸ff³f³ff ´f`Qf IYSX³fZ 

Uf»fe Ad·f½¹fdöY A´fSXf²f ¸fZÔ Vffd¸f»f ±feÜ »fZdIY³f ·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff (¶feE³fEÀf) ²ffSXf 152 

ÀfVfÀÂf dUQiûWX, dU³ffVfIYfSXe ¦fd°fdUd²f¹fûÔ, AüSX A»f¦ff½ffQe ¦fd°fd½fd²f¹fûÔ IZY d»fE Àfªff QZ³fZ IYf ́ fif½f²ff³f 

IYSX°fe W`X ªfû ·ffSX°f IYe A£faOX°ff IYfZ ´fi°¹fÃf øY´f ÀfZ £f°fSXfX ´fWba¨ff³fZ ½ff»fe dQ£f°fe W`XÜ 
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 Under IPC Section 124A, expressions that caused hatred 
or contempt towards the Government were criminalised. 
However, BNS Section 152 punishes actions such as armed 
rebellion, destructive activities, and separatist activities, 
which are seen as direct threats to the integrity on india.

t�A shield for freedom of speech and expression
n  Criticism of the Government policies and actions are not 

punished under the new law. The requirement of ‘intent’ 
in law further raises the threshold for applicability of the 
provision. 

t�Balancing expression and protection
n  The BNS 2023 strikes a balance by ensuring penal action 

against those whose activities threaten the nation, while 
also safeguarding the right to express opinions without the 
fear of prosecution. This balance is crucial in maintaining 
a democratic society.
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¶ ¶fû»f³fZ AüSX Ad·f½¹fdöY IYe ÀU°fÔÂf°ff IYf IY½f¨f

-  ³fE IYf³fc³f IZY °fWX°f ÀfSXIYfSXe ³fed°f¹fûÔ AüSX IYf¹ffËZÔ IYe Af»fû¨f³ff ´fSX QaOX IYf ´fif½f²ff³f ³fWXeÔ W`XÜ IYf³fc³f 

¸fZÔ kBSXfQZÔlIYe Af½fV¹fIY°ff IYû ªfûOÞXf ¦f¹ff W`X dªfÀfÀfZ ´fif½f²ff³f IYe Àfe¸ff AüSX d½fÀ°fÈ°f WXû ¦fBÊX W`XÜ 

  

¶  Ad·f½¹fdöY AüSX ÀfaSXÃff IZY ¶fe¨f Àfa°fb»f³f

-   ¶feE³fEÀf 2023 ¸fZÔ Àfªff IZY ·f¹f IZY ¶f¦f`SX d½f¨ffSXûÔ IYû ½¹f¢°f IYSX³fZ IZY Ad²fIYfSX IYû ÀfbSXdÃf°f SX£f°fZ 

WbXE CX³f ¦fd°fd½fd²f¹fûÔ IZY d£f»ffRY QaOf°¸fIY IYfSÊX½ffBÊX¹fûÔ IYû Àfbd³fdV¨f°f dIY¹ff ¦f¹ff W`X ªfû SXf¿MÑX IZY d»fE 

£f°fSXf  CX°´f³³f IYSX°fZ W`ÔXÜ ¹fWX Àfa°fb»f³f »fûIY°ffadÂfIY Àf¸ffªf IYû ¶fSXIYSXfSX S£f³fZ IZY d»fE AWX¸f W`XÜ 
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Building bonds: Justice through 
harmonising communities

tIntroduction of Community Service

 The introduction of community service for minor offences 
marks a groundbreaking approach in India’s legal system. 
This involves the completion of unpaid work within a given 
timeframe as a form of reparative sanction, which correlates 
the nature of the service to the offence committed. It fosters a 
sense of responsibility in the offender and lightens the load on 
the prison system, in line with the concepts of resocialisation 
and restorative justice.

 Community service can be awarded for the benefit of various 
groups in need, including children, the elderly, people with 
disabilities, and language learners. Additionally, it can be 
used to provide help to animals in shelters or can contribute 
to the improvement of public places such as local parks, 
historic sites, scenic areas, and more.
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Àf¸fbQf¹fûÔ IYe ÀfZUf IYSX³ff: Àff¸fbQfd¹fIY ÀfòfU IZY ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ ³¹ff¹f

¶  Àff¸fbQfd¹fIY ÀfZUf IYf ´fdSX¨f¹f

·ffSX°fe¹f IYf³fc³f ´fi¯ff»fe ¸fZÔ LûMXZ A´fSXf²fûÔ IZY d»fE Àff¸fbQfd¹fIY ÀfZUf IYe VfbøYAf°f EIY 

IiYfÔd°fIYfSXe IYQ¸f WX`Ü Àff¸fbQfd¹fIY ÀfZUf ¸fZÔ EIY d³fdQÊá AUd²f IZY ·fe°fSX AU`°fd³fIY IYf¹fÊ IYf d³f¿´ffQ³f 

Vffd¸f»f WXû°ff WX`, þû EIY Ãfd°f´fcd°fÊ ¸fÔþcSXe IZY øY´f ¸fZÔ WXû°ff WX`Ü ¹fWX ÀfZUf IYe ´fiIÈYd°f IYû ÀUeIÈY°f dIYE 

þf³fZ Uf»fZ A´fSXf²f ÀfZ þûOÞX°ff WX`Ü ¹fWX A´fSXf²fe IYû CX³fIZY IYf¹fûÊÔ IZY d»fE dþ¸¸fZQfSXe ´fiQf³f IYSX°ff WX` 

AüSX IYfSXfUfÀf IYe ½¹fUÀ±ff ´fSX ¶fûÓf IYû IY¸f IYSX°ff WX`, þû ´fb³fÀfÊ¸ffþeIYSX¯f AüSX ´fb³fÀ±ffÊ´f³ff°¸fIY 

³¹ff¹f IZY QVfÊ³f IZY A³fbøY´f WX`Ü

Àff¸fbQfd¹fIY ÀfZUf þøYSX°f¸fÔQ »fû¦fûÔ IZY d½fd·f³³f Àf¸fcW IYe ¸fQQ IYSX ÀfIY°fe WX`Ü ¸fÀf»f³f, ¶f¨¨fZ, 

UdSXâ ³ff¦fdSXIY, dUIY»ffÔ¦f »fû¦f, ·ff¿ff ÀfeJ³fZ Uf»fZ AfdQÜ ¹fWX Afßf¹f À±f»fûÔ ´fSX þf³fUSXûÔ IYe ·fe 

¸fQQ IYSX ÀfIY°fe WX`Ü BÀfIYf CX´f¹fû¦f À±ff³fe¹f ´ffIYÊ, EZd°fWXfdÀfIY B¸ffSX°fZÔ, QVfÊ³fe¹f ÃfZÂf AfdQ À±ff³fûÔ 

IYû ¶fZWX°fSX ¶f³ff³fZ IZY d»fE dIY¹ff þf ÀfIY°ff WX`Ü 
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 Community service for offences under the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita (BNS) 2023

t�Involvement of public servants in illegal trade  

t�Non-appearance in response to a proclamation 

t�Attempt to commit suicide to influence legal authority 

t�First conviction of petty theft involving property valued 
below ₹5,000. 
tPublic misconduct by a drunken person
tDefamation 
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·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff IZY A³fbÀffSX A´fSXf²f Àff¸fbQfd¹fIY ÀfZUf IZY ´ffÂf

1. AU`²f ½¹ff´ffSX ¸fZÔ »fûIY ÀfZUIYûÔ IYe ÀfÔd»f~°ff

2.  CXQÐ§fû¿f¯ff IZY ªf½ff¶f ¸fZÔ CX´fdÀ±f°f ³f WXû³ff 

3.   U`²f VfdöY IZY ´fi¹fû¦f IYû ¸fþ¶fcSX IYSX³fZ ¹ff SXûIY³fZ IZY d»fE Af°¸fWX°¹ff IYSX³fZ IYf 

´fi¹ffÀf

4.  5,000 ÷Y´f¹fZ ÀfZ IY¸f IZY A´fSXf²f IZY d»fE ÀfÔ´fdØf IYe ¨fûSXe IYe ´fWX»fe Àfþf

5. VfSXf¶fe ½¹fdöY õfSXf ÀffUÊþd³fIY À±ff³f ´fSX QbSXf¨ffSX

6. ¸ff³fWXfd³f
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Legal Provisions concerning Acid 
Attacks in New Criminal Laws

n  Punishment with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
shall not be less than 10 years but which may extend to imprisonment 
for life, and with fine.

n  Attempts to throw acid or attempts to administer, or attempts to use any 
other means, with an intention to harm any person shall be punished 
for not less than 5 years but which may extend to 7 years and also liable 
for fine.

n  “Acid” includes any substance which has acidic or corrosive character or 
burning nature, that is capable of causing bodily injury.
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³fE Af´fSXfd²fIY IYf³fc³fûÔ ¸fZÔ EdÀfOX WX¸f»fûÔ ÀfZ 
ÀfÔ¶fÔd²f°f IYf³fc³fe ´fifU²ff³f

n  dIYÀfe ·fe AUd²f IZY d»fE IYfSXfUfÀf IYe Àfþf 10 U¿fÊ ÀfZ IY¸f ³fWXeÔ WXû¦fe, »fZdIY³f CXÀfZ AfþeU³f 

IYfSXfUfÀf °fIY ¶fPÞXf¹ff þf ÀfIY°ff WX`, AüSX þb¸ffÊ³ff ·fe »f¦ff¹ff þf ÀfIY°ff WX`Ü

n  dIYÀfe ·fe ½¹fdöY IYû ³fbIYÀff³f ´fWXbÔ¨ff³fZ IZY BSXfQZ ÀfZ EdÀfOX RZYÔIY³fZ IYf ´fi¹ffÀf ¹ff ´fiVffdÀf°f IYSX³fZ IYf 

´fi¹ffÀf, ¹ff dIYÀfe A³¹f Àff²f³f IYf CX´f¹fû¦f IYSX³fZ IYf ´fi¹ffÀf IYSX³fZ ´fSX IY¸f ÀfZ IY¸f 5 Àff»f IYe Àfþf 

WXû¦fe, dþÀfZ 7 Àff»f °fIY ¶fPÞXf¹ff þf ÀfIY°ff WX` AüSX þb¸ffÊ³ff ·fe »f¦ff¹ff þf ÀfIY°ff WX`Ü

n  kEdÀfOXl ¸fZÔ IYûBÊ ·fe ´fQf±fÊ Vffd¸f»f WX` dþÀf¸fZÔ A¸»fe¹f ¹ff Ãf¹fIYfSXe ¹ff þ»f³fZ IYe ´fiIÈYd°f WXû°fe WX`, þû 

VffSXedSXIY ¨fûMX ´fWXbÔ¨ff³fZ ¸fZÔ ÀfÃf¸f WX`Ü


